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02Mc. M.P. CM releases gharials and turtles at 
Kuno National Park 

 एम.  .    म  म                        म         

औ     ए      

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on 
Sunday released gharials and turtles into the river at the 
Kuno National Park in Sheopur district, calling it an important 
step towards conservation. 

            म  म    म       व                व             

                                  औ     ए     , औ      

                 ए                     

 Mr. Yadav released 53 gharials and 25 turtles into the 
Kuno River, during a programme organised under the aegis of 

the National Chambal Sanctuary. 

                                                    ए                              53 

       औ  25    ए       
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02Mc. Why key to coconut cultivation today is sustainability, not productivity 

आज                   ज              ,              

 The 2026-27 Union Budget announced a ‘Coconut Promotion Scheme’ with the primary 
aim of improving productivity by rejuvenating old, non-productive gardens with high 
yielding coconut varieties and establishing new plantations along the coast. The 
farming community has welcomed the announcement. 

 व  व   2026-27           जट    ‗                ज  ‘            ,                

      , ग  -        ग                                               औ   ट            ई 

  ग                                                            

 The Coconut Development Board (CDB) is already implementing a similar scheme, which 

has helped rejuvenate old gardens and expanded cultivation into non-traditional areas, 
including in parts of Gujarat, Assam, and other non-peninsular regions — sufficient to 
partially offset the widespread destruction of coconut palms in Kerala and Tamil Nadu by 

disease. 

        व                    ए                           ,                                       

औ             -              ,       ग ज   ,   म औ        -                     ,          

                  —         औ    म                                                       

           ए           

Heat and disease 

गम  औ    ग 

 India is the world’s largest producer and consumer of coconuts. 

                                     औ             

 The domestic prices of coconut and tender coconut remain far higher than prevailing 
international prices even though the productivity per palm in India is already higher than in Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, and Indonesia. 

                              ,          औ                                           औ  

                                                            ए     

 In places like Anaimalai in Tamil Nadu, Dwarf x Tall hybrid palms regularly produce 250 to 
300 tender coconuts per tree. 

  म             म  ई                    औ                                              

250    300                         

 Today, climate change and disease are greater concerns than productivity. 

   ज व       व    औ    ग                                        

 Research by the Central Plantation Crops Research Institute (CPCRI) has projected that 
temperatures in regions with plantations may rise by 1.6-2.1°C by 2050 and up to 3.2°C by 
2070. 

        ग                                                             2050    1.6-2.1 

            औ  2070    3.2                            

 Higher temperature without a significant change in the rainfall levels will increase the vapour 
pressure deficit and intensify drought stress. 

                                               व         ट     ए   औ          व        

       

 Studies have also found that large parts of interior peninsular India, including parts of 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, along with the south interior region of Tamil Nadu and the 

east coasts could become less suitable for coconut cultivation in the coming decades as a 
result. 

                                                         ,           ट  औ  आ           

       ,   म                          औ        ट         ,                                  

     ए                      

Expanded scope 

 व            
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 The CPCRI has found that coconut can still be cultivated along the Western Ghats belt in 
Kerala, coastal Karnataka, and western Tamil Nadu even during the high temperature 

regimes. 

        ग                                                                       म    ट 

   ,     ट      ट     ग औ    म            म    ग                                    

 However, these regions are beset by root wilt disease; in Alappuzha and Pollachi 
districts, the coconut landscape has been completely devastated. 

       ,        ज  म       ग             ;        औ          ज                            

                     

 Therefore, the new ‗Coconut Promotion Scheme‘ must not be limited to distributing high-
yield seedlings but must prioritise the development and mass multiplication of climate-
resilient varieties for farms along the east coast and in peninsular regions, and wilt-tolerant 
varieties for the traditional coconut-growing regions along the west coast. 

    ए,    ‗                ज  ‘                                                     ए, 

          ट औ                      ए ज व   -                     औ                

       ट                                     ए म       ग-                                ए  

 Large tracts of land vested with the State horticulture departments and universities can be 
used to establish mother palm gardens. 

                    औ                                -               म   म             

                ए                  

 Similarly, the State should consider strengthening research in institutions like the CPCRI and 
the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, so that they can identify and breed heat-tolerant, 
drought-resilient, and disease-resistant genotypes. 

        ,                ग                      औ    म            व  व          

                                              ए,         गम -     ,     -      औ    ग-

        आ  व                     औ               

 Farmer producer organisations (FPOs), cooperatives, and credible private nurseries should 
also be enabled to mass-produce these resilient seedlings. 

                  (FPOs),                 औ                                             

         म                                        ए  

 The aspect of the scheme to enhance productivity entails distributing free or subsidised 
inputs. 

                                 म                   ट                            

 Many such schemes often distribute biological inputs, microbial formulations, micro-
nutrients, etc. 

            ए      ज  व      ट,    ज व   म  ,                                 

 But in practice, they are often substandard or poorly stored, reducing the microbial 
viability. 

              ,          ट   ग  व                             ,          ज व  ज व        

            

 Instead, the State should consider direct benefit transfers, since farmers must be trusted to 
decide whether they need irrigation systems, soil amendments, labour for rejuvenation 
or other improvements. 

         ,                                        ए,                                

         ए                          ई         , म         ,    ज व       ए  म             

                      

Failed take-off 

 व      आ  

 The third area that merits a serious rethink is adding value. 

                                      ,       म     व     

 In many coconut-growing regions today, production barely meets strong domestic demand for 
culinary purposes. 
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                                                   ग      ए                             

         

 The domestic price of coconut has increased three-fold since 2024. 

                     2024        ग              

 Encouraging FPOs to invest in processing units during lean supply periods without also 
assuring them of marketing channels will only expose them to financial risk. 

                     FPOs                                 ए             ,          

 व                      ए,           व    ज   म               ए    

 The equipment already supplied under such schemes often lies idle. 

                                   ए  ए                              

 The ‗Cluster Development Programme‘ implemented by the National Horticulture Board 
(NHB) has an outlay of about ₹150 crore for three verticals: production, value addition, 
and marketing. 

         गव                   ‗     व         म‘              —      , म     व    औ  

 व    —      ए      ₹150                    

 However, the programme didn‘t take off because its high investment barriers prevented 
FPOs and cooperatives from being meaningful participants as implementing agencies. 

       ,                                           व    व         FPOs औ         

  म                 ए                                             

 Even after repeated stakeholder consultations and deadline extensions, private firms 

were not interested in being the implementing agencies. 

   -               म   औ   म -  म   व                                    ए             

                   

 The CDB is already implementing schemes that provide a 25% capital subsidy to the 
industry involved in coconut value addition, so there is no reason for them to subscribe to 
the same variant of the scheme implemented by the NHB, that too with numerous 
compliance requirements, including inspection and auditing regulations. 

        व                             ए                           म     व                      

25%    ज ग                     ,     ए          गव                                        

                          ,                              आव    ए ,              औ  

              म         ,            

 The subsidy percentage also varies across the verticals, confusing farmers and investors 
alike. 

                                  -      ,             औ                             

 The banana cluster in southern Tamil Nadu is another example of an enterprise that remains 

largely on paper. 

        म                  ए  औ           ,                                 

Smaller but better 

  ट              

 The government must evaluate these experiences in good faith, including by adopting fool-
proof metrics to measure the success of schemes rather than resorting to official reports 
and stage-managed interactions with farmers. 

                       ईम          म                ए,                                 

     ए    ट    म                   ,           आ            ट  औ  म             व     

               

 Large, centrally designed clusters may not be the answer. 

   ,                        ए  ए                          

 Instead, smaller pilot models anchored in a genuine cooperative spirit with hand-holding — 
for example, marketing partnerships with experienced FMCG players like Amul or ITC — 
could be tested in locations such as Tiptur (which grows ball copra), Anaimalai (tender 
coconuts), and Pollachi (coconut oil). 

         ,                 व               ट      ट     ,       म ग               — 

            ए,          ज           व           व            ज     म      आईट           



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
 

               —     ट ट   (ज              ग     ),     म  ई (          ), औ         

(          )                                

 Smaller but better designed projects can yield more useful lessons as well.  

  ट                              ए  ए                                      

 Dovetailing the ‗Coconut Promotion Scheme‘ with the ‗Cluster Development Programme‘ 
could also eventually help fund the multiplication of better coconut saplings. 

‗                ज  ‘    ‗     व         म‘                                         

             ए                                   

Real crises 

व   व     ट 

 Farmers rarely have the institutional voice that large industries possess. 

                              ग  आव                                         

 Policies are often drafted based on official briefings rather than ground realities. 

            आ             ग                            ,      जम    व   व         

         

 A simple visit to affected areas like Alappuzha and Pollachi will reveal that root wilt 
disease is destroying livelihoods and that climate stress is no longer theoretical. 

       औ                              ए                            ज  म       ग 

                          औ  ज व       व                            

 The ‗Coconut Promotion Scheme‘ is an opportunity to study and develop climate-resilient 
and disease-resistant coconut varieties, and to acknowledge that enhancing productivity 
alone won‘t secure the future. 

‗                ज  ‘ ज व   -      औ    ग-                             औ        

          , औ                                                                       

 Climate resilience, wilt resistance, direct trust in farmers, and honest evaluation of past 
failures must guide implementation. 

ज व           , म       ग       ,                 व   , औ         व          

ईम      म                                     ए  

 If these principles are adopted in full spirit, the scheme can protect India’s leadership in 
coconut cultivation for decades. 

                                          ए,                         म                         

                      

 If not, however, it will be yet another well-intentioned allocation that doesn‘t address the real 
crises facing coconut cultivators. 

    ,    ए  औ                             ,                                  व   व  

   ट                         
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02Mc. She barged 
in on their 

conversation. 

 व              

म  ज        गई। 

 Then 
complained the cafe 
was overpriced, 
though it was simply 
expensive. 

                    

        overpriced   , 

             

expensive     

 What is the 
meaning and origin of 
the expression ‘to 
barge in on’? (S. 
Jambunathan, Coorg) 
 ‘to barge in on’ 

              औ  

          ? (ए . 

        ,     ) 

 When you 
‘barge in on 
someone’, you 
intrude on the 
individual; you walk 
into their room 
without their 
permission — very 
often, upsetting the 
person. 

               ‘barge in on’        ,                          

  ;                                         —                                     

 You interrupt, quite rudely, whatever it is the person is doing. 

                                ग                   

 It is also possible to ‘barge in on someone’s conversation’. 

                म     ‘barge in on’                  

 When you do this, you rudely interrupt a conversation that two people are having; you 
poke your nose into something that you have no business doing. 

                                                       म          ;                     

                             -                

 From now on, make it a point to knock. 

         व     ट ट                 

 Don’t just barge in. 

        ज      म      ए  

 The expression can also be used to mean ‘to bump into or collide with someone or 
something’. 

                                  ट    ज                                     

 In this case, you ‘barge into someone or something’. 

                           व      ट          

 I nearly barged into Tara as I was turning the corner. 

                               ट       ग       
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 ‘Barge’ comes from the Latin ‘bara’ meaning ‘boat’, and the word was initially used to 
refer to any small boat. 

 ‘Barge’       ट     ‘bara’          ,           ‘boat’ (  व)   , औ                      ट  

  व      ए               

 Over a period of time, however, the word underwent a change in meaning. 

           ,        ,              म     व        

 Today, it is mostly used to refer to any flat-bottomed vessel, mainly used to transport 
cargo. 

                  म       व    ज         ए             ,           म               

        

 These vessels are mostly found on rivers and canals and are incapable of independent 
movement. 

                     औ             ए         औ                  म    म            

 Being big and heavy (because of the cargo they are carrying), they are usually towed 
or pulled by other boats, any attempt to quickly change direction or come to an abrupt 
stop usually results in an accident, with the barge sometimes colliding with the boat 
towing it. 

     औ                    (                    ),                   व                     ;      

                                          ट                 ,          -                    

            ट    ज        

 What is the difference between ‘overpriced’ and ‘expensive’? (Aparna Das, Puri) 

 ‘overpriced’ औ  ‘expensive’ म            ? (         ,     ) 

 ‘Expensive’ is the opposite of ‘cheap’; when you buy a product that is ‘expensive’, you 
are paying a lot of money for it. 

 ‘Expensive’, ‘cheap’            ;           expensive              ,              ए 

                    

 In addition to hinting at the price of the product, the use of the word also suggests 
something about the quality and value of the product. 

                          -   ,            ग  व   औ  म                                

 When you say that something is ‘expensive’, you are suggesting that given the quality 
of the product, it is worth the money you are paying for it. 

                          expensive   ,                             ग  व                

              

 In other words, you are getting your money’s worth. 

              ,                        म               

 We must, however, remember that ‘expensive’ is a relative term. 

        ,                  ए    ‘expensive’ ए               

 What you and I may consider ‘expensive’, someone else may not. 

         औ       expensive    ,         औ                      

 Sandeep has a big collection of very expensive watches. 

                  म  ग                         

 The use of the word ‘overpriced’ suggests that you are passing judgment on a product 
— you are saying it is not worth the money that you are being asked to pay. 

 ‘Overpriced’                                                                —       

                                                

 While the product may not be expensive, you are being made to pay a lot more than it 
is worth. 

              expensive     ,                                                         

 You are being made to pay way too much money for a product of low value. 

     म म                  ए                            

 I couldn’t talk my friend out of buying a pair of ridiculously overpriced shoes. 

                     overpriced ज                               

 I looked at the menu and walked out. 

      म         औ            ग    
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 Every item in the restaurant was overpriced. 

              व   overpriced     
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02Mc. Salar de Pajonales: Mars analogue 

           ज      : म ग         म    

 One of the best places to practice hunting for life on Mars could be in the Atacama Desert in 
Chile. 

म ग                                      ए                      ए           ट   म  

म                

 Scientists recently studied the Salar de Pajonales, an incredibly dry and freezing salt flat 
located 3.5 km above sea level. 

                                  ज                   ,               3.5   म          

         औ                     

 Together with the fact that it is blasted by ultraviolet radiation, the Salar is a near-perfect 
analogue of the conditions on Mars. 

     ग    व                                   म ग                                        
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 The scientists focused on rocks made of gypsum, a mineral (CaSO4·2H2O) found on both 
earth and Mars. 

              ज म           (CaSO4·2H2O)                                ,         औ  

म ग                            

 Specifically, they looked at layered rock structures built by microbes over long spans of time 
called stromatolites. 

           ,                                                                           ,      

   म ट    ट                

 They found that this mineral has acted like a protective shelter for life in the Salar in two 

ways. 

                                             ए                      आ                    

 First, they found living microbes hiding just millimetres beneath the rock‘s surface. 

    ,                                 ट             ए                ए  

 Because gypsum is translucent, it allows enough sunlight in for the microbes to subsist on 
but blocks harmful radiation and traps small amounts of moisture. 

       ज म                  ,                                ए                              

  ,                 व                 औ                                     

 The resulting conditions allow life to survive in an otherwise hostile environment. 

                            व ट व   व                                

 Second, deeper inside the stromatolites, the team found fossils and chemical fingerprints of 
ancient life, meaning after the microbes died, the gypsum sealed their remains and 

preserved them. 

     ,    म ट    ट                    ट            ज व           औ                     , 

                                                                                   

 The study is important because scientists know Mars has large deposits of gypsum, and 

orbiters and satellites could look there in future. 

                                             म ग         ज म                , औ          

           औ                            

 If gypsum can protect microbes and preserve fossils in the earth‘s most extreme desert, it is 
reasonable to think it could be holding secrets of ancient Martian life as well. 

                           म                                  औ                       

       ,                              म ग           ज व                     ए             

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  
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02Mc Institutions, including the courts, must acknowledge error: Singhvi 

           ,  ज म               म    ,         ट                   ए: 

    व  

02Mc Coalition governments gave India opportunities to reform its federal 

structure’ 

 ‘ग                                          म            व     ए’ 

02Mc U.P. receives over 84% of all out-of-State MPLADS funds 

                आ ट-ऑ -  ट MPLADS        84%             
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02Mc. Institutions, including the courts, must acknowledge error: Singhvi 

           ,  ज म               म    ,         ट                   ए:     व  

 The measure of a legal system is not how it treats the powerful when they are secure, but 
how it treats the vulnerable when they are exposed, says senior advocate; democracies 
strengthen when disagreement remains reasoned and respectful, he says. 

              व         ट                                                              

                ,                  म                                                        , 

                   ;                                        ग  औ      ज            

  ,             

 If institutions, including the courts, have erred, they must have the courage to acknowledge 
the mistake, senior advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi said at the ―Justice Unplugged: 
Shaping the Future of Law‖ conclave on Saturday. 

                                     ट      ,                                            

    ए,                    म       व               ―ज         :      ग        ऑ    ‖ 

              

 ―The Constitution does not defend itself. It relies on disciplined minds and courageous 
voices... Institutions, including courts, can falter but courage must outlive error. The eventual 

judicial acknowledgement of that error demonstrates something equally powerful; that 
constitutional systems possess the capacity for self-correction... The lesson is not to 
romanticise fallibility, but to recognise that vigilance is generational,‖ Mr. Singhvi said. 

 ―   व                                        म      औ        आव                   

  ...                                ,                  ट                       ए           
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   ट                                   व                   आ -                     ...     

                 ट                           ए,               ए                         ,‖    

               

 His observations were part of his address as chief guest of the conclave organised by the 
Vellore Institute of Technology School of Law in association with The Hindu, to an 

audience of mostly young law students and lawyers. 

     ट       व           ट ऑ  ट     ज      ऑ                                     

        ,                       औ                     , म                    ए  ए      

                    

 Powerful interests may have the capacity to dent ambitions but they cannot take away the 
soul or conscience of constitutionally protected judges and independent lawyers who stand 
firmly by the truth, Mr. Singhvi said. 

                                   ट                           ,                          

                 औ                 आ                              ,                      

           ,                   

 ―Ultimately, when history judges such lawyers and judges, it normally gets its verdict right. 
The loaves and fishes of high office and high posts are discounted by history. It elevates 
only those to a pedestal who have followed the call of their soul and the voice of their 
conscience,‖ Mr. Singhvi said. 

 ―                           औ                              ,                              

            औ                                         ए                                     

                           आ            औ                                        ,‖    

               

 The courts should apply constitutional jurisprudence to protect the cherished rights of the 
common man from arbitrary excesses of the state, including preventive detention, he said. 

                             व                        म                              

                   ,         व                      ,              ए  

 The judiciary’s role as protector of the Constitution is critical, especially when the 
government tries to expand its Executive authority after moments of national trauma, he 

added. 

                      व                                      म                  , 

                     आ                                                           

         

 ―The law is ultimately about the people. Behind every Constitutional principle stands a 
human story — a prisoner seeking bail, a worker seeking wages, a woman seeking 
equality, a citizen seeking justice,‖ he said. 

 ―              ग                       व                      ए  म  व                 —       

      ए      ,              ए    मग  ,              ए  म    , औ            ए  

  ग   ,‖             

 The character and strength of a legal system has to be measured by the protection it 
afforded the little person in dire need of access to justice, Mr. Singhvi said. 

                                  व           औ                              ए         

                                     म                          

 ―The measure of a legal system is not how it treats the powerful when they are secure, but 
how it treats the vulnerable when they are exposed. Law at its noblest is a shield for those 
without a voice,‖ he added. 

 ―                  ट                                                                  

       ,                  म                                                          

                    व          ए ए        ,‖              

 Continuous dialogue about liberty, equality, and governance among judges, advocates, 
and scholars is a life force in every democracy, Mr. Singhvi said. 

          ,          औ                       ,  म     औ                   व             

   ज व -      ,                   

 ―Democracies decline when debate declines. Democracies strengthen when disagreement 
remains reasoned, respectful, and rooted in Constitutional fidelity,‖ he said. 
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 ―        ट                                              ग ,     ज   औ    व       

                     ,                        ,‖             

 Referring to the conclave‘s theme of artificial intelligence (AI) in the legal profession, Mr. 
Singhvi said AI was a remarkable tool, just like nuclear power, but which had to be used 

constructively and positively. 

                    म     म   (एआई)                                    ए,                  

   एआई      म     ज          ए                 ,                         औ  

                            ए  

 ―As long as AI is the slave and we are the master, AI is of great use,‖ he said. 

 ―      एआई        औ       म    ,       ए                 ,‖             

 Legal practitioners form the protective wall against invasive technology, the senior 

advocate added. 

                                   व  आ  म       ग           ए                        

 A discussion on national building is not complete without economic national building, the 
senior advocate said, in the same way that politics is the ―visible architecture‖ of a nation, 
law is its ―invisible foundation‖. 

                                म            आ              म                          ,     

       ज                  ―         ‖   ,                     ―       व‖     

 Economic justice and economic growth are both mediated through law, he said. 

               आ         औ  आ      व   ,                                            
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02Mc.Coalition governments gave India opportunities to reform its federal 

structure’ 

 ‘ग                                          म            व     ए’ 

 A webinar on ―Constitution Under the Microscope: Federalism, Free Speech and the 
Indian Republic‖, jointly organised by the SRM Institute of Science and Technology 
(SRMIST) and The Hindu, focused on strained Centre-State ties in many States, the role of 
Governors, and the importance of free speech. 

 ―   व           ज   :    व  ,                  औ         ग    ‖         ए  

       ,      ए आ एम  व    एव       ग         (SRMIST) औ                         
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           ,                -                   ,                    औ            

                            

 Responding to a question on whether the Constitution requires amendments to make it more 
federal in nature, Madras High Court advocate Suhrith Parthasarathy said such an 

amendment may not be necessary. 

            औ                        ए                           ए             ,      

                                                                           

 Instead, he stressed the need to preserve the Constitution‘s basic essence. 

          ,                   म     व                                         

 He suggested three ways of interpreting the Constitution with a federal tilt and not a unitary 

one. 

                             व                                   ए,      ए                

 ―The •rst is by restoring •scal federalism: giving States a greater say in GST design and 
revenue stability, and revisiting Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

 ―            व       व                  :          ज ए ट            औ                

                ,              ज    ज                        

 The second is rebalancing legislative power by tightening the scope of the Concurrent List 
and strengthening institutions such as the Inter-State Council. 

              व                           ,        मव                               औ      -

                                             

 The third is to reform the role of Governors.‖ 

                                                 ‖ 

 Akila R., an advocate practising at the Madras High Court and trial courts in Chennai, said in 

the current political scenario, amending the Constitution to make it more federal may not be 
feasible. 

                औ     ई    ट                                             आ .        

                                       औ                        ए                          

      

 A. Vinay Kumar, the Pro Vice-Chancellor for the Faculty of Science and Humanities, School 
of Law, and Faculty of Management at SRMIST, Kattankulathur, observed that India had 
opportunities to reform its federal structure during long stints of coalition governments. 

 ए.  व     म  ,    SRMIST,                    ए                ,             औ        

            व   -         ,                   ग                                            

                                      

 Sree Sudha, Dean of SRM School of Law, said freedom of speech and expression is an 
important fundamental right. 

 ए आ एम     ऑ           ,                   व    औ                   ए  

        म                

 On the question of hate speeches by politicians, SRMIST School of Law associate 
professor Sumana Vedanth said there is currently no mechanism in place to restrict hate 
speeches from being made. 

                  ए                                 , SRMIST     ऑ        ए    एट 

         म   व                                                   ए                        

 Referring to the recent NCERT Class 8 textbook controversy, Dr. Vedanth said, ―Ensuring 
that published content is authentic and veri•able is the way forward.‖ 

        ए   ईआ ट      8          वव                 ए,   .              , ―       

           म     औ                                  ‖ 

 The webinar can be viewed at https:/ 

            https:/                     
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02Mc. U.P. receives over 84% of all out-of-State MPLADS funds 

                आ ट-ऑ -  ट MPLADS        84%             

 Twenty-one MPs recommended works outside the State or constituency they were elected 
from or are associated with, using their Members of Parliament Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS) funds, an analysis by The Hindu has found. 

                                      व      ज   (एम  ए ए  ए )                    

 ए                                                 ,                      ए              ,       

                             

 And of the more than ₹18 crore spent on works which were completed based on these 
recommendations, the vast majority — 84% — went to districts in Uttar Pradesh. 

                               ए  ए               ए  ए ₹18                            — 

84% —                       ए  

 Of the 530 MPs for whom ―completed works‖ data is available, these 21 MPs account for all 

of the out-of-usual-area spending. 

    530              ए ―         ‖      ट         ,                 21                         

                 ए             

 All other MPs used their allocated funds in the districts or States they represent or are 
associated with. 
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                           ट                                      ,                           

                     

 The analysis by The Hindu covered around 21,000 works completed between 2023 and 
2026. 

                     2023    2026               ए  ए      21,000                         

 The data were sourced from the Empowered Indian MPLADS dashboard and cross-verified 
with the mplads.gov.in website. 

  ट  ए  व          एम  ए ए  ए                      औ  mplads.gov.in       ट           

          

 It was collected on February 23, 2026. 

     ट  23   व   2026    ए             

 An elected Lok Sabha MP can generally recommend works in the district(s) their 

constituency encompasses. 

ए                                                                      ,           

                            

 An elected Rajya Sabha MP can recommend works only within the State they are elected 
from, while nominated MPs can recommend works anywhere in the country. 

ए                                                                       ,                 

      ,                                                              

 There are also limited exceptions: MPs can recommend up to ₹50 lakh in a financial year 
outside their usual region (raised from ₹25 lakh after April 2023) and can also contribute up 
to ₹1 crore per annum for rehabilitation and reconstruction in areas affected by natural 

―calamities of severe nature‖, as declared by the Government of India, subject to additional 
scrutiny. 

                     :       ए                                      ₹50        (        

2023        ₹25              ग  )                      , औ                        

        ―                     ‖                            औ                      व   ₹1         

                 ,                              

Exhaustive list 

 व         

 Of the 21 MPs, only two are from the Lok Sabha. 

21                                     

 Mala Rajya Laxmi Shah of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Lok Sabha MP from 
Uttarakhand’s Tehri Garhwal, spent ₹49,96,274 on footpaths and pedestrian ways built in 
two villages of Agra district. 

       ज      ट  (  ज  )    म               ,                ट    ग व             

        ,    ₹49,96,274                                     औ    ट                   ए  

 This amount is about 57% of her total spending of ₹87.4 lakh on all completed works. 

                                ए  ए     ₹87.4                 57%     

 In other words, more than half of her spending on completed works went to Uttar Pradesh, 
with the rest spent in the Dehradun district, where parts of the Tehri Garhwal Lok Sabha 

constituency lie. 

     ,                     ए  ए                                        ,               

          ज            ,       ट                                         

 When The Hindu reached out to her, she declined to comment. 

                             ,            ट                           

 Another Lok Sabha MP, Kirti Vardhan Singh from Uttar Pradesh, spent ₹10 lakh on a 
protective structure in Nagaland. 

ए                        व         (        )    ₹10                ए                 

         ए  

 Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade, the sitting Rajya Sabha MP of the BJP from Goa, spent 
₹48.6 lakh on street light poles installed in 20 locations across the Shahjahanpur district 
of Uttar Pradesh. 
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ग व       ज                          म      ट     व      ₹48.6                 

   ज        ज      20             ट    ट                    ए  

 The amount is about 27% of his total spending on all completed works. 

                                ए  ए                 27%     

 Chunnilal Garasiya, the sitting Rajya Sabha MP of the BJP from Rajasthan, spent ₹98 
lakh on LED lights installed in two districts of Uttar Pradesh, about 80% of his total spending 

on all completed works. 

  ज         ज      व  म                        ग          ₹98                          

   ए        ट                ए,                            ए  ए                 80%     

 He said he did not remember the specific areas for which he had recommended the works 
from the MPLADS funds. 

                                                   ए        एम  ए ए  ए                  

               

 ―I don‘t exactly remember the sectors or areas for which I have made recommendations. 
These things are handled by my private secretary. I have not even completed two years in 
office,‖ Mr. Garasiya told The Hindu over phone. 

                                   , ―                                               ए                

                                                                           ए    ‖ 

 Mr. Garasiya was elected to the Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan in April 2024. 

                2024      ज                   ए           ए     

 Sitting Rajya Sabha MP of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha from Jharkhand, Sarfraz 
Ahmad, spent ₹92.03 lakh on installing LED lights and building roads in the Agra and 
Pilibhit districts. 

       म    म                                    ज   म     ₹92.03          औ  

                 ए        ट       औ                      ए  

 This is one of the very few instances of such ―out-of-State‖ funding wherein the involved MP is 
from a regional party and has contributed such a substantial amount to a State where said 
party has no footing. 

   ―           ‖                                  ए    ,                    ए                 

औ                                                                        

 ―I have followed the rules of the Rajya Sabha and as a member I am entitled to recommend a 
certain percentage of the MPLADS funds to other States as well. I have recommended the 
funds to Jharkhand also,‖ Mr. Ahmad told The Hindu over phone. 

                                , ―                                      औ                    

एम  ए ए  ए          ए                            ए                                 

            ए                          ‖ 

 Asked about any other specific reason to recommend funds out of his usual area, Mr. Ahmed 
said, ―The way I have my people in Jharkhand, in the similar way I have my people in Uttar 
Pradesh as well.‖ 

                                                                                     , ―     

                     ,                                    ‖ 

 Other sitting Rajya Sabha MPs who sent money to works in Uttar Pradesh include BJP’s 
Rajendra Gehlot and Congress’s Pramod Tiwari, both from Rajasthan; BJP’s Satish 
Chandra Dubey from Bihar; and Congress’ K.T.S. Tulsi and Phulo Devi Netam from 
Chhattisgarh. 

                                                     ए        ,        ज        ज   

ग     औ             म     व    (               );            ज                   ;     

    ग                 .ट .ए .       औ         व      म           

 Together, they sent around ₹75 lakh to various projects in Uttar Pradesh. 

                                                  ए      ₹75           

 Of the ₹18 crore out-of-usual-area funds, about 6% went to Bihar, and sitting BJP Rajya 
Sabha MP Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik from Maharashtra accounts for most of it. 

                        ए  ए ₹18                 6%             , औ                    

म            ज                      ज    म  व म                         
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 He spent close to ₹1 crore on works in Bihar, spread across two financial years. 

           व    व                                 ₹1            ए  

The established norm 

             

 While nominated Rajya Sabha MPs are allowed to use their MPLADS funds anywhere in the 

country, few actually do so beyond the State they‘re associated with. 

                                      एम  ए ए  ए                                    

         ,                          औ                                               

 Most concentrate spending in the States where they built their careers — the very 
achievements that led to their nomination. 

                                                                             —              

                                  

 For instance, ace track and field athlete P.T. Usha, who was nominated to the Rajya Sabha, 
has spent all of her MPLADS funds thus far on roads and playgrounds and to purchase 
school buses across Kerala. 

            ए,               .ट .    ,                  ए               ,               

     ए   ए ए  ए                    ,             औ                                 

 Similarly, Dharmasthala’s Veerendra Heggade spent all his funds till now in Karnataka. 

        ,  म       व                                       ट                

The lion’s share 

              

 Gulam Ali Khatana is a notable exception. 

ग   म      ट    ए                    

 He was born and educated in Jammu & Kashmir and has his permanent residence in the 
Union Territory. 

        औ       ज   औ                                                           

 He is identified as a BJP member in his Rajya Sabha profile and has served as a 
spokesperson of the party‘s J&K unit. 

                            ज                              औ       ट     ज  -     

   ई                     

 At the time of appointment, he was the lone member representing the State in the Upper 
House. 

                                  ए                                

 Of the 20 questions he has raised in the Rajya Sabha, 16 relate specifically to matters in 
J&K, including questions on welfare funds for tribal communities and their forest rights. 

                    20       ए,         16             ज  -                  ,       

                             औ                                        

 Mr. Khatana is a member of the Scheduled Tribe (Gurjar/Gujjar) community, according to 

his Rajya Sabha profile. 

                            ,     ट             ज ज    (ग ज  /ग   )  म            

 Yet he spent nearly ₹12 crore of his MPLADS funds to install LED lights in various districts 
of Uttar Pradesh, accounting for over 95% of his total MPLADS expense. 

                   एम  ए ए  ए                  ₹12                                 

ए        ट                ए,             ए   ए ए  ए         95%             

 Of the 21 MPs analysed for mismatched funds, Mr. Khatana accounts for the largest share. 

                      ए           ए  ए 21                ट                          

 Uttar Pradesh already receives a large share of MPLADS funds because it sends the most 
MPs to Parliament. 

                       ए   ए ए  ए                                                       
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 Of the 20,858 works completed between 2023 and 2026, 26% were in Uttar Pradesh. 

2023    2026               ए  ए 20,858            26%                 

 Around a fifth of the utilised funds also went to the State. 

                             व                           

 Uttar Pradesh utilises more than twice as much MPLADS funds as the second-ranked 
Tamil Nadu, with the latter accounting for around 9%. 

        ,                          म                    ग            एम  ए ए  ए          

             ,                            9%     

 Against this background, the mismatch is more pronounced: over 84% of the out-of-usual-
area funds were directed to Uttar Pradesh. 

                     औ                    :                                     84%    

                                   

 In several instances, the funds came from MPs elected from or associated with States with 
lower per capita incomes and a smaller share of MPLADS funds. 

                                                                                     आ   म 

   औ        एम  ए ए  ए       म         ट      

 J&K, with which Mr. Khatana is so strongly associated, received only 0.6% of the MPLADS 
utilised funds and accounted for only about 1% of completed works. 

ज  -    ,           ट                    ,                ए   ए ए  ए               0.6% 

       औ                              1%      

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance,   

TOPICS COVERED  02 March 2026 

02Mc How UGC rules prioritise quick justice 
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02Mc. How UGC rules prioritise quick justice 

     UGC    म                 म            

 The University Grants Commission’s (UGC) 2026 regulation on the promotion of equity in 
higher education has triggered protests by a section of general category students and a 
Sadhu sangathan (organisation of ascetics). 

 व  व            आ  ग    2026     व   म व                                          

  म   वग              ए      औ  ए         ग                             
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 The matter finally reached the Supreme Court which has put the implementation on hold for 

its complete vagueness. 

                म   ट       ,                                                              

 Opposition to the regulation stems from the apprehension that marginalised sections, taking 
advantage of the vagueness in the new rules, might misuse the regulation to victimise upper 
castes. 

                                              ए       ,  ए                              

                                    

 This reflects deep distrust and insecurity which is fuelled by fears that measures aimed at 
providing justice to one section of the population could turn out to be unjust for others. 

               औ                     ,                           ए                          

            ए                      

Caution against speedy justice 

                  व     

 This regulation is necessitated by an undeniable reality. 

          ए                                     

 Caste, gender and religion-based discrimination in higher educational institutions are 

neither sporadic nor episodic, and instances of the same have lately been rising. 

                   ज   ,    ग औ   म  आ           व        ट  ट    औ          -          

      ट  ए ,                                          

 Grievance redress mechanisms have been notoriously slow, often discretionary, and at times 
only symbolic, leaving students from marginalised communities to suffer the consequences in 
silence. 

                                  ,               औ                            ,       

    ए                                                 

 Even the most ardent opponents of this new regulation cannot, therefore, deny the necessity 
of such an intervention. 

    ए     ए                                                                    

 Their consternation arises from the apprehension that the overemphasis on speed to 
meaningfully deliver justice in institutions shaped by layered hierarchies, informal power, and 
uneven capacities might be misplaced, as speed and justice share a very complicated 
relationship. 

                                                    ,               औ        

                                                         ए                                 

       ,           औ                      ट      

 Too slow, and it loses meaning; too fast, it risks losing judgment altogether. 

                                        ;                                                  

 The 2026 regulations insist on swift redress, strict accountability, and institutional 

consequences for silence or inaction. 

2026     व   म            ,             औ                      ए                        

         

 Complaints must be acknowledged immediately, committees convened swiftly, and inquiries 
concluded within rigid timelines. 

                                      ए,                       औ                             

  ए  

 This design rests on a powerful assumption — that speed and fairness naturally reinforce one 
another. 

          ए                             —        औ                       ए -      

                 

 Yet, justice systems across the world suggest otherwise. 

                                                         

 When urgency is institutionalised without explicit safeguards, decisiveness begins to 
substitute for deliberation. 
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                                                            ,                   -         

                  

 Quick timelines and central monitoring without clear procedural standards create fear. 

                                       औ                                

 Institutions worry about regulatory penalties as well as reputational damage from complaints 
processed rapidly and unfairly. 

           औ                   ट                               औ                           

                

 The new regulation assumes that the time taken in due diligence and completing procedural 
formalities is akin to institutional inertia. 

                                    औ          औ                                  

                 

 It seeks to ensure rapid enforcement by threatening higher educational institutions with dire 
consequences. 

                                                                                    

 They could be de-recognised and lose the power to award degrees. 

                                   औ                                         

 However, whether this shift commands legitimacy, will depend not on intent alone, but on the 
architecture of enforcement. 

       ,                                     ,                                             

             

Vague process 

          

 The experience of U.S. universities during the 2010s is instructive. 

2010        म   म       व  व                           

 Faced with the pressure to act swiftly on campus misconduct, institutions prioritised speed, 
only to encounter sustained judicial pushback over vague evidentiary standards, unclear 
rights of response, and reputational harm inflicted before findings were even 
established. 

                                                                   ,                   

म     ,                    औ                               ई                    

                                       

 The backlash did not arise because protection was unnecessary, but because the process 
was thin. 

          ए                           ,         ए                          

 Clearly, justice that moves quickly but unclearly destroys trust. 

                                                   ,                            

 That risk is magnified by how the UGC regulations distribute authority. 

                                   ज     व   म                               

 They do not specify offences or penalties. 

                                        

 Investigation is delegated to internal equity committees, and punishment is imposed 

through existing institutional services or disciplinary rules. 

        आ       म       म                     , औ                                         

                                 

 Faced with the threat of de-recognition or funding withdrawal, universities are encouraged 

to prioritise visible action over careful adjudication, which produces fear. 

म                 व           व      ए ज                                                 

                   ट                                ए                   ,                       

 And fear, in regulatory environments, rarely fosters justice. 

औ                                                           
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Rewarding privilege 

 व                    

 At this point, legal design collides with social reality. 

                                             ट          

 The ability to document harm, articulate it in institutional language, and navigate committees 
remains unevenly distributed. 

                       ,                            औ                               

                                

 Students from rural areas, and linguistic minorities often struggle to translate everyday 
discrimination into administratively legible complaints. 

  म         औ      ई                                                            

                                           

 Meanwhile, those with greater cultural and institutional exposure, sometimes from dominant 
sub-castes within protected categories, are better positioned to mobilise the system. 

      ,                         औ                 ,    -    आ                     

           -ज         ,                                                 

 The result is a quiet paradox. 

       ए                    

 A regime designed to amplify marginal voices ends up privileging the most institutionally 
fluent among them. 

    ए                             ए                                                     

                              

 These pressures inevitably spill into classrooms. 

                                               

 When academic judgment is subjected to regulatory scrutiny without procedural clarity, risk 
aversion becomes the most logical course. 

                                                                           ,             

                                  

 Faculty respond by diluting feedback, avoiding difficult conversations, and sanitising 
evaluation. 

                          ,                      औ                                    

    

 And over time, institutions learn ways to bypass the complexities. 

                   ट                                    

 Committees multiply, documentation thickens, and compliance becomes performative. 

                     ,                           , औ                               

 Scholars describe this as compliance theatre, a phenomenon where organisations learn to 

demonstrate reform without addressing underlying hierarchies. 

                             , ए                                                    ए      

                                 

 Justice in universities must not be a race to the first response. 

                                                     ए  

 It should be a long and difficult conversation. 

   ए       औ                       ए  

 One that demands urgency, yes, but also precision, patience, and the humility to revise.  

                                 -     ट    ,      औ                               

 Without that balance, equity will quietly and persistently slip out of the room. 

                 ,               औ                             ए    

GS Paper II:  International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED  02 March 2026 

02Mc Iran bombs U.S. allies across West Asia 

 ई          म ए     म   म              ग        म        
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02Mc. Iran bombs U.S. allies across West Asia 

 ई          म ए     म   म              ग        म        

 Iran vows revenge for the killing of Supreme Leader Khamenei; trades strikes with Israel 

     म        म   ई             ए                        ;                            -

     

 Trump warns against retaliation; Israel pledges ‗non-stop‘ strikes against Iran‘s leaders, 

military 

 ट                                        ;                          औ          ‗ ग    ‘       

             

 New leadership council begins work, says Iran; next Supreme Leader to be chosen in a few 

days 

                                                  ;          म                               

 Iran vowed revenge on Sunday after the killing of its Supreme Leader, and traded strikes with 
Israel as part of a widening war prompted by a U.S. and Israeli bombardment a day earlier.  

          म                                                      औ                      

ए                             ए                                            -           

 U.S. President Donald Trump warned that any retaliation would only lead to further 

escalation. 

                       ट                                                   औ            

       

 He said he would ―be talking‖ to Iranian leaders but was vague on the timing and noted that 
much of the country‘s leadership was dead. 

                                  ―         ‖,                           औ                

                           

 ―They want to talk, and I have agreed to talk, so I will be talking to them. 

 ―                    , औ                              ,     ए                    

 They should have done it sooner,‖ he was quoted as saying by The Atlantic. 

                      ए   ,‖    ट    ट                            ए  ए  

 Blasts in Tehran sent a huge plume of smoke into the sky in an area where there are 

government buildings. 

            ए                                                   ए                         

 Iranian state television said that it had been targeted by strikes. 

                ट                                                 

 ―The technical team is assessing the damage,‖ said the broadcaster. 

 ―       ट                           ,‖               
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 Iranian authorities say more than 200 people have been killed since the start of the U.S. and 
Israeli strikes that killed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other senior leaders. 

                                    औ                                    200         

  ग       ए   ,       आ             म   ई औ                         

 Earlier, Iran fired missiles at an ever-widening list of targets in Israel and Gulf Arab states in 
retaliation while Israel pledged ―non-stop‖ strikes against Iran‘s leaders and military. 

          ,                                 औ                                                 

     ,                               औ          ―      ‖                     

 In Israel, loud explosions caused by missile impacts or interceptions could be heard in Tel 
Aviv. 

                       ट                       ए                व व          ए  

 Israel‘s rescue services said nine people were killed and 28 wounded in a strike that hit a 
synagogue in the central town of Beit Shemesh, bringing the overall death toll in the country 

to 11. 

                                                म      ए               ए                

      ए औ  28       ए,                                 11        

 The U.S. military said three service members have been killed and five seriously wounded in 
the Iran operation. 

                                                            ए औ                         ए  

 Iran‘s President Masoud Pezeshkian said in a pre-recorded message aired on state 

television that a new leadership council had begun its work. 

                 म                        ट                      -                            

                                     

 Iran‘s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said a new Supreme Leader would be chosen in 

―one or two days‖. 

                                                         ―ए             ‖           ए    

 Iran has named Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, a senior cleric, to its interim leadership council. 

                     आ                                                                  

 The interim council, which will also include the President and the head of the judiciary, will 
lead the country until the Assembly of Experts ―elects a permanent leader as soon as 
possible‖. 

             ,               औ                               ,                             

                   ―                         ‖               

Escalating tensions 

         व 

 ―You have crossed our red line and must pay the price,‖ Iran‘s parliamentary Speaker, 
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, said in a televised address on Sunday. 

 ―                                 औ                       ,‖                     म     

                          ट                   

 ―We will deliver such devastating blows that you yourselves will be driven to beg.‖ 

 ―                                                               ए    ‖ 

 Mr. Trump warning against any retaliation said on a social media post, ―They better not do 
that. 

                                              ए    ट                             , ―             

         ए  

 If they do, we will hit them with a force that has never been seen before!‖ 

                ,                                                     !‖ 

 He also said that the strikes had sunk nine Iranian naval vessels and partially destroyed Iran‘s 
navy headquarters. 

                                                              ए औ                         

              

 As U.S. and Israeli strikes have pounded Iran, the Islamic Republic has retaliated with 
missiles and drone attacks on Israel and nearby Arab Gulf countries hosting U.S. forces. 
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     -             औ                                   ,                       औ  

                                                                  औ                           

 Israel‘s Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Sunday that Israel will have ―a non-stop air train‖ 

of strikes against military and leadership targets in Iran. 

                             ट                                   औ                      

―                           ‖        

 Shrapnel from Iranian attacks on Abu Dhabi killed two people, state media said, and debris 
from aerial interceptions caused fires at the city‘s main port and on the facade of the Burj Al 
Arab hotel. 

                        ,                                                              , औ       

                                          औ    ज           ट                              

 Attacks also extended into Oman — Iran‘s longtime interlocutor with the West that hadn‘t 

been drawn into the fray previously. 

       म              ए —                                                     औ          

                           

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED  02 March 2026 

02Mc U.P. temple road project puts livelihoods in peril 

   .  . म              ज      आज  व           म       

02Mc Sixteenth Finance Commission — misses and concerns 

     व    व  आ  ग —      औ       ए  

02Mc Skill India as herculean challenges, Galgotian blunders 

                म                     , ग  ग  ट        
 
 

 
 

02Mc. U.P. temple road project puts livelihoods in peril 

   .  . म              ज      आज  व           म       
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 Traders and residents confront an uncertain future as bulldozers roll into Varanasi’s Dal 
Mandi to demolish 187 buildings housing over 1,000 shops along the 650-metre stretch 
that will be widened to ease access to Kashi Vishwanath Temple. 

 व             म                                औ                                       , 

     187  म             1,000                                     ,      650 म ट          

                 व     म                             

 The ₹224-cr. The project has sparked displacement fears, compensation disputes, and 
allegations of selective targeting. 

 ₹224              ज                     ,                      औ                    ए 

                              

 A major road-widening project in Dal Mandi – a dense, centuries-old market near the Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi – has left hundreds of shopkeepers and residents staring at 

displacement. 

 व                व     म                   ,                        म                      

ए                                    औ                                                 

 As many as 187 buildings along the 650-metre Dal Mandi stretch have been identified for 
demolition as part of a ₹224-crore project to ease pilgrim access to the temple under the 
larger Kashi Vishwanath Corridor plan. 

 650 म ट          म    म ग         187  म         ₹224              ज                 

     ए                  ,                       व               ज                     

                               

 Officials estimate that more than 1,000 shops operate from these structures, endangering the 
livelihood of thousands of traders. 

                                           1,000                               ,              

                                       

 Seated in his dilapidated double-storey house in Aadivisheshwar locality in Varanasi, 52-
year-old Sanjay Aggarwal anxiously weighs his options after learning that his rented grocery 
shop, run by his family for four generations, has been marked for removal. 

 व          आ   व                                            52 व      ज    व        

                                     ,                                                        

           ए                     ट         ए                    

 Born and raised in the narrow lanes of Kashi, Aggarwal said the shop is his family‘s only 

source of income. 

                           औ     -                                             ए        

           

 ―My great-grandfather came from Lahore in the 1920s to live by the Ganga. 

 ―            1920                    ग ग                  ए     

 He believed dying in Kashi brings moksha (salvation). 

                                  म   (म   )           

 He rented the shop from the Raja of Banaras. 

                            ज         ए           

 Now, after four generations, we live in constant fear of being displaced,‖ he said. 

                                                             ,‖             

 Dal Mandi has long been a bustling wholesale and retail hub dealing in clothing, groceries, 

fabrics, household goods and handicrafts. 

    म                     ,       ,                   ,             औ           ए     

    औ                    

 The market serves customers from eastern Uttar Pradesh and western Bihar and offers 

affordable goods under one roof. 

                        औ                                        औ  ए                    

                     

 Following surveys, notices were served to property owners in October 2025, with the 
government offering compensation at twice the circle rate of ₹44,000 per square metre. 

                    2025                        ट         ए  ए,                ₹44,000     

वग  म ट                   ग                             
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 ―The market price is at least four times what they are offering. 

 ―                                     ग             

 But the issue is with the shop owners who are on rent. 

                                       ए        

 Where will we go? 

           ए   ? 

 Each building houses five to seven shops. 

                                      

 At least 1,000 shops may be permanently shut. 

          1,000                                   

 Thousands will be unemployed,‖ Aggarwal said. 

                          ए   ,‖               

Losing cultural legacy 

           व             

 Farhan Khan, a third-generation mobile accessories trader whose shop has been spared, 

said he is pained to see many of his close friends and acquaintances losing their livelihoods 
in the project. 

                      ए                       ,                     ,                    

               औ                                               

 ―The market represents our identity. 

 ―                         

 Losing these shops signifies more than a mere financial ruin. 

                                                       

 It means losing a cultural legacy built over generations,‖ he said. 

                                                    ,‖             

 ―These streets are filled with memories. 

 ―                           

 Traditions are being erased for the sake of a road. 

 ए           ए       ए    ट              

 We are not merely defending our shops but our very existence,‖ Khan added. 

                                                            ,‖              

 The demolition drive has created panic. 

                                      

 Last week, a building owner set fire to his property as officials moved in to raze structures that 
had received notices 15 days earlier. 

           , ए                                        ,                                  

           15             ट           

 Political parties have staged protests and some have questioned why the drive was not 
paused during Ramzan as the area is populated by Muslims in a large number. 

                                ए औ                        म                             

        ,                           म   म                

 Aggarwal‘s mother, Rita Aggarwal, says police cautioned her son after his comments 

appeared prominently in the media. 

                     व                             ट      ट                                     

                

 The family now plans to shift the grocery shop to the ground floor of their residence. 

                                                                                    

 ―But here the sales will drop by 75% due to reduced footfall. 

 ―                                   75%          ए    

 Only dedicated customers will come,‖ the son said, adding that the average rent for a 100 
square-foot shop here exceeds ₹20,000 per month. 

                      ए   ,‖   ट        ,           ए         100 वग    ट             औ   

       ₹20,000     म               
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‘It’s a catastrophe’ 

 ‘   ए          ’ 

 For Imran Ali, 44, his home and clothing shop face demolition. 

 44 व     म             ए         औ                                            

 ―We will be virtually on the road. 

 ―                    ए     

 It is not just money; it is our birthplace. 

                             ;                    

 Six generations have lived here,‖ he said. 

                       ,‖             

 Anticipating closure, Ali has enrolled his wife in a B.Ed. course to secure an alternative 

income and asked his two employees to look for other jobs. 

                                                               ए               .ए .         

              औ                                                   

 ―At least she will generate income before I am able to look for economic avenues. 

 ―                            ,                  ए                       

 It is a catastrophe for us,‖ Ali said. 

            ए ए          ,‖             

 He said that his father suffered stroke after the demolition announcement, which doctors 
linked to emotional distress. 

                                                           ,                  व     

   व          

 ―It takes a year to build a house. 

 ―ए              ए               

 A home takes generations,‖ Ali said. 

       ए                            ,‖             

 The State government approved the proposal in 2023-24 to widen the Dal Mandi–Chowk 
police station road to facilitate direct access from Naisadak to Gate No. 4 of the temple. 

              2023-24       म   –               म ग                                   , 

                        ग ट      4                      

 The 650-metre stretch will have an expanded 17.4-metre passage with 3.2-metre-wide 
footpaths on both sides and underground utilities. 

 650 म ट                     17.4 म ट       म ग      ,                3.2 म ट       

  ट    औ               ए         

 The Public Works Department affixed notices to 187 buildings, seeking ownership 

documents to finalise compensation through negotiation. 

       म     व  ग    187  म            ट        ए,                                  

                             

 Authorities warned that if negotiations fail, formal land acquisition would follow. 

                                                    औ                         

 Demolitions began in January this year, creating an uproar. 

    व   ज व                   ,                      

Alternative route 

 व      म ग  

 Some residents said that an alternative 200-metre route from Kodai ki Chowki to 
Dashashwamedh police station, which they say would have affected fewer buildings, was 
ignored despite suggestions during the Social Impact Assessment (SIA). 

                            ई                म                    200 म ट     व      

म ग ,                             ,      म  ज     व आ    (SIA)                            

                   

 ―The basic idea behind SIA is to mitigate social unrest, choose the shortest route, address 
challenges of land acquisition and accelerate the implementation of development projects.  
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 ―SIA                                            ,        ट            ,                

                         औ                                   

 But none of that was followed. 

                                           

 The long route with the majority Muslim population was chosen for the process,‖ claimed 
Aggarwal. 

        म   म आ                                  ए         ,‖                     

 Congress leader Shahnawaz Alam called the drive ―selective targeting‖. 

                व   आ म                 ―              ‖        

 ―It is well known that the majority of buildings, shop owners and residents here are Muslims. 

 ―                                     ,          औ         म   म     

 The primary objective of the project is to trouble, deprive them. 

                                      औ                 

 It is wrong as it will result in economic marginalisation, break community structure and will 
lead to profound psychological distress for hundreds,‖ Alam said. 

                      आ              ,                    ट ट   औ                    ए      

म      आ        ,‖             

‘Will transform area’ 

 ‘               ग ’ 

 Local BJP municipal councillor Indresh Kumar Singh defends the project, saying many 

structures are unsafe or encroach upon the road. 

         ज                 म                                  ए                 ए          

                             

 ―The area has faulty wiring that prevents emergency access. 

 ―                        ,                                

 The project will transform the cramped spaces into a functional, safe, and economically 
productive area, and ease pilgrim movement,‖ he said. 

                                 ,        औ                                  औ          

                     ,‖             

 Alam responds by saying that lakhs of buildings in Varanasi are akin to structures in Dal 
Mandi. 

                       व                          म                

 ―Unorganised layouts are a reality of Kashi as it is one of the oldest cities in human history. 

 ―                                                                                 ए      

 People from far and wide come here to attain salvation and for worship. 

        -                     औ            ए         

 Why target a densely populated area and take away the livelihood of thousands?‖ he said. 

                                                 ए औ                                 ए?‖ 
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02Mc. Sixteenth Finance Commission — misses and concerns 

     व    व  आ  ग —      औ       ए  

 The Sixteenth Finance Commission had significant flexibility in determining its approach 
and methodology, as its terms of reference followed directly from constitutional provisions, 

unlike earlier commissions that operated under detailed central directives. 

    व   व  आ  ग                औ                                                   , 

                               व         व                   ,                               

                             

 This Commission, as before, addressed the two key dimensions of fiscal transfers — namely 
the vertical and the horizontal. 

                                                            —        औ      ज —    

              

The vertical dimension 

       आ  म 

 The Commission took note of the increase in the share of States in the divisible pool of 
central taxes from 32% to 42% by the Fourteenth Finance Commission. 

            व   व  आ  ग                                                  32%    42%      

                     

 The Fourteenth Finance Commission had justified it on account of a discontinuation of State 
plan grants, amounting to only 3% of the divisible pool of central taxes at the time of 
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transition. 

                             ज                                              ,          

                                       3%     

 The subsequent reduction to 41% was due to the change in the status of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

                     41%         ,    ज   औ                                      

 The Sixteenth Finance Commission noted the Centre‘s concern about the reduction in its 
fiscal space. 

                                                                      ट       

 The Centre had responded to this substantial increase in the share of states by the 
Fourteenth Finance Commission by, first, increasing the non-shareable cesses and 
surcharges, second, reducing its share in the financing of centrally sponsored schemes 
and third, not accepting sector-specific/State-specific grants recommended by the 
Fifteenth Finance Commission. 

                                                   ,        व         औ            ए, 

               ज    ज                              ट    औ            व   व  आ  ग      

            - व   /   - व                                 

 In the end, however, the Sixteenth Finance Commission retained the States‘ share at 41%, 
imparting to it a kind of semi-permanence. 

     ,                                      41%       ए    ,           ए             -

              

 The Sixteenth Finance Commission makes no recommendations regarding the non-
shareable cesses and surcharges which, by their very nature, should be limited and levied 

for finite periods. 

                     व         औ                                        ,         

               औ                  ए    ए          ए  

 These should be earmarked for specific purposes and not merged with the Centre‘s general 
funds. 

                      ए                     ए औ                                          

    ए  

 Instead, Sixteenth Finance Commission recommended a ‗grand bargain‘ (paragraph 7.67) 
between the Centre and States saying that ‗States would agree to a smaller share in the 
resulting larger divisible pool, with no loss of revenues to either side‘ provided the Centre 
agreed to merge a large part of the cesses and surcharges in the regular taxes. 

         ,                        औ               ‗      ग  ‘ (        7.67)              , 

                 ‗                                              ,                         

         ‘ औ                                                                        

 The Commission did not take into account its constitutional duty as enumerated in Articles 
270 and 280 for objectively determining the share of States in the shareable pool of central 

taxes while making its observations on the cesses and surcharges. 

             औ                                                                       

                                ए        270 औ  280                                   

                 

 It would have been better had the Commission at least pointed out to the Centre that the 
steep increase in cesses and surcharges was not warranted and not in the spirit of the 
Constitution. 

                                                                     औ                

                  औ                                     

 Further, the Commission chose to discontinue the revenue deficit grants and did not 

recommend any State and sector specific grants. 

           ,           ज    ट                                    औ                 

   -                                 

 This became a route to lower the share of States in the Centre‘s revenue receipts as 
compared to the Fifteenth Finance Commission. 

       व   व  आ  ग                                                                 ए  
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 The average effective transfers covering tax devolution and Finance Commission grants to 
the States as a percentage of the Centre‘s pre-transfer gross revenue receipts were 27.0%, 
27.2% and 28.3%, respectively during the Finance Commission periods (11, 12, 13). 

                 (11, 12, 13)                     -                                        

              औ                         औ                      27.0%, 27.2% औ  

28.3%     

 This share increased sharply to 35.6% during the Fourteenth Finance Commission period. 

            व   व  आ  ग                         35.6%         

 In the Fifteenth Finance Commission period, covering the years 2020-21 to 2024-25, this 
share came down marginally to 34.4%, still considerably higher than those of the Eleventh 
and Thirteenth Finance Commission periods. 

    व   व  आ  ग        ,    2020-21    2024-25       ,                  ट   34.4%    

   ,               व  औ      व   व  आ  ग                             

 This steep increase in resources transferred as a proportion of gross revenue receipts of the 
Centre should not be overlooked. 

                                                                                            

    ए  

 Looking at the first year of the Sixteenth Finance Commission’s award period, 2026-27, 
this ratio is 32.7% as per the Centre‘s budget estimates. 

    व   व  आ  ग                            2026-27   ,          ट                       

       32.7%     

 The Sixteenth Finance Commission‘s projections for later years may prove to be 
overestimates since the 2026-27 nominal GDP growth, assumed at 11%, is higher than the 
Budget estimate of 10%. 

                                                                    2026-27      मम   

ज      व       11%            ,      ट        10%             

 The Commission also did not factor in the revenue reducing effect of the major Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) reforms undertaken in September 2025, while the Commission was still 

in session. 

               2025      ए  ए      व   एव    व                      ट                    

               ,                             

Horizontal dimension 

    ज आ  म 

 The Sixteenth Finance Commission introduced a new criterion of contribution to reflect an 
efficiency consideration. 

                     ग       ए                      ,                   व                 

             

 But it measured it through the share of a State‘s Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in 
an all-State GSDP. 

                                                                                       

 There is a need, however, to differentiate the efficiency of the production system from that 
of the fiscal system. 

       ,             औ    ज                                          

 In the production system, the inter-State distribution of GSDP depends on many factors which 
includes the inter-State movement of financial and human resources. 

              ,   ए             -                                      ,        व    औ  

म  व                 -                     

 It largely depends on market forces which tend to lead to a concentration of productive capital 
stock in a limited number of States. 

                                      ,                                                    

         

 Human resources also move from less developed to the more developed States. 
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 This change involved using GSDP in two opposite ways. 

                ए                                             

 In the income distance formula, the lower the per-capita GSDP of a State, the higher the 

per-capita share of that State. 

आ             ,                       ए                   ,                        

           

 In the contribution criterion, the higher the per-capita GSDP of a State, the higher is its 

share. 

  ग    म        ,                       ए                     ,                     

      

 However, the Commission did not finally use the GSDP. 

       ,                 ए                          

 Instead, it used its square root. 

         ,           वग म               

 This was meant to reduce the excessive effects of using GSDP to reflect contribution on 
some States. 

                                            ए                                            

 In the devolution formula, the weights of some of the other criteria have also been changed. 

                                             ए     

 These are purely judgemental. 

                         

 Dropping the tax effort/fiscal discipline criterion, which was a fiscal efficiency criterion is 

not consistent with the Commission‘s own narrative. 

       /  ज              म     ,    ए    ज           म        ,     ट            

                            

Losses and gains 

     औ      

 Consequently, the main States that have lost on account of the Sixteenth Finance 
Commission devolution scheme as compared to the Fifteenth Finance Commission are 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and 
Rajasthan. 

     ,     व   व  आ  ग                                                             

                   ,       म      ,         ,    म   ग  ,      ,      ,     ग  औ  

  ज     

 The other group of losing States are Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Tripura, Sikkim, and Goa (the north-east or extremely small States). 

                                     , म     , म     ,   ग    ,       ,     म औ  ग व  

(                 ट     )  

 The gain by other richer States has not been uniform. 

                                          

 Ideally, the losses of some States could have been mitigated through normatively determined 
revenue gap grants. 

          ,                                    ज                                      

         

 Devolution is not enough to capture the finer details of cost and need differentials of India‘s 
highly differentiated States. 

                                        औ                                         ए 

               

 Further, if a Finance Commission changes the tax devolution formulae, then the 
consequential loss of some of the States could be neutralised by the revenue gap grants. 

           ,                                                 ,                            
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 In fact, Article 275 provides an important mode of fiscal transfers for the consideration of 

State-specific ‗needs‘. 

       ,        275    -      ‗        ‘               ए                     ए  

                           

 It should not be confused with revenue deficits. 

           ट                                 ए  

 Needs can be estimated in order to equalise standards of critical services such as health and 
education. 

    औ                                                       ए                  

                 

 This would have facilitated accommodating the performance argument of the richer States 
while still promoting the equalisation objective. 

                                                    ए                                    

         

 Even if there are difficulties in estimating revenue gap grants since it involves normative 
assessment of States‘ needs and resources, the Sixteenth Finance Commission need not 
have taken the shortcut of dropping these altogether. 

                                                                                  

औ                                          ,                                         ट    

     ट  ट                 ए     

 While ad hoc State-specific grants are not appropriate, equalisation grants still have a place. 

             -                          ,         म                                
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02Mc. Skill India as herculean challenges, Galgotian blunders 

                म                     , ग  ग  ट        

 A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity requires a herculean effort. 

        ए                      म                          

 India‘s demographic dividend, that ends by 2040, is one such opportunity. 

        ज                ,    2040              ए  ,        ए           

 Several European Union countries and China have successfully financed skill systems. 

                   औ                                                       

 In these countries, approximately 50% of secondary-level students are enrolled in 
vocational education streams. 

                 50% म   म              व                                  

 In India that share is 1.3%, reflective of an educational system that neglected school 
education till 1990, and vocational education till 2006. 

                     1.3%   ,                                                       1990 

   औ                         2006        

 However, in 2020, India‘s National Education Policy (NEP) said: ―By 2025, 50% learners 
will be exposed to vocational education.‖ 

       , 2020                                   : ―2025    50%                         

             ‖ 

 ―Exposed‖ still reveals an attitudinal problem among policy designers. 

―      ‖                                                         

 Vocational education in most countries is around 2% of the education budget. 

                                      ट         2%          

 For China and Germany it is 11%. 

    औ  जम               11%     

 India has no data that is publicly available due to fragmented training schemes in Ministries. 

                                                                                          

 India‘s strategy rests on Budget announcements which falter year-on-year. 

                जट                     ,       -  -                      

 A scheme that was celebrated last year is forgotten the next year. 

                              ,                              

 Consider the internship scheme announced in Budget FY 2026: only 5% of the allocated 

funds were spent and its design proved ineffective. 

 व  व   2026      ट            ट                        :     ट               5%        

औ                             

CAG reports, issues raised 

  एज      ट ,    ए गए म    

 The herculean task of making India ―the skill capital of the world‖ is inconsistent with 
―Galgotian‖ blunders. 

        ―                   ‖                     ―     ट  ‖                                 

 Issues of financing skills are crucial. 

                                         

 The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) in 2025 audited the flagship Skill 
India scheme, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)-2015-22. 

               एव  म                2025                      ज  ,     म         

 व      ज   2015-22                     

 Ten years ago, it had similarly looked at compliance and oversight issues of skill institutions. 

                                            औ                                      

 Both reports raise issues of financial impropriety. 

          ट   व         म                      
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 In 2015, the CAG dealt with financial reporting delays and unclear accountability of disbursed 

funds. 

2015      ए                 ट           औ                                             

 In 2025, the report mentions that 94.5% of bank accounts were invalid and approximately 
41% of trainees in short-term training achieved placement. 

2025        ट                94.5%                  औ                        41% 

                        

 How have we evolved from 2015 through 2025? 

   2015    2025                 ए   ? 

 When the short-term skill ecosystem was started, the vision was to create a vibrant public-
private market for skills. 

                                     ,                   ए ए              -     

                

 Over the past decade, however, the focus on quantity through short-term training has yielded 
limited results. 

                                                                                  ए 

    

 Since the CAG‘s direct concern is fund use, we list three ideas for it. 

        ए                              ,     ए        ए                  ए          

 Imagine a scenario where no operational funding was provided by the PMKVY. 

                म          व      ज                                          

 What if the amount upward of ₹10,000 crore spent annually was extended as skill loans to 

students? 

                         ₹10,000                                 ऋ                         

    ? 

 This would have led to more choices for students, improved the quality of institutions as they 
competed for enrolment, and promoted demand-driven skill development, benefiting students 
as they are from economically weaker backgrounds. 

                ए                    ,              ए                                      

           औ      -                                ,                                    

                    

 A model similar to that for educational loans could have been followed. 

      ऋ            ए                          

 The worst case would be non-performing assets, which we have ways to handle. 

                                             ,          ट                         

 It is not too late. 

                       

 We can do so now and use skill loans better. 

                        औ       ऋ                             

 There is already a policy framework in place. 

       ए                                   

 Priority needs to shift: part of PMKVY funding could be through skill loans. 

                           :     म          व      ज              ए            

ऋ                              

 Of course, design work is needed to roll this out, but it is doable. 

    ,                    ए                         ,                   

 It needs a product-market that has banks and non-banking financial companies on board. 

       ए         -          ए           औ  ग  -     ग  व                        

 It is worth questioning why the National Skill Development Corporation began as a non-

banking finance company, later became a funder for training partners, and now primarily 
implements government schemes. 

                                    व      गम       -                                    

  ,                             ए            , औ                                     
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Using skill vouchers 

     व            ग 

 Use of skill vouchers is another trainee-based skills financing idea, more so for distribution 

of public funds. 

     व                   -                       ए  औ          ,             

                               ए  

 It allows flexibility for policymakers and a choice for students. 

                       ए         औ             ए                    

 There is no better way to implement the NEP priority of lifelong learning. 

                                                                                      

 Since vouchers follow the trainee rather than the institution, it incentivises delivery and 
outcomes. 

                                             ,                   औ                           

    

 It creates a competitive market. 

   ए                         

 Vouchers can also be good tools to provide upskilling for Artificial Intelligence (AI)-led 
transition, providing targeted skills in AI, digital and green skills. 

          म     म   आ         व         ए                                           , 

      एआई,    जट  औ                      

 They can be used for needed segments such as enhancing women workforce participation 
or provide foreign language learning for global labour markets. 

           म              ग                                     ए  व                     

                 

 Purchasing power in the hands of learners will drive quality and accountability and be a driver 
of a demand-based skills market. 

                                      औ                 ए   औ      -                     

       ए    

 Singapore and Croatia have implemented them well. 

   ग     औ    ए                                     

 It will also encourage school leavers to pursue vocational courses instead of defaulting to 
degrees, which often inflate tertiary enrolment. 

                                                                                    

  ए              ,                                                  

The idea of skill levies 

              व    

 Skill levies on organised industries, used in more than 90-plus countries, is another 

fundamental idea. 

                          ,    90                                    , ए  औ               

    

 A well-designed skills levy can sustainably finance skills. 

ए                                                              

 In 2017, we had designed and recommended a Reimbursable Industry Contribution (RIC) 
to the Government of India for the Twelfth Five Year Plan. 

2017             व      व      ज        ए                            औ   ग    ग       

               

 At that time there were 62-plus countries doing it; now, 90-plus have adopted it, for good 

reasons. 

       62                             ;    90                                 

 Across Latin America, Germany, Singapore, South Africa and South Korea, such models 

have been used to ensure industry ownership of skills and to create stable funding insulated 
from political and budgetary cycles. 
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   ट   म     , जम   ,    ग    ,            औ                                          

                              औ               ट                                       

  ए              

 Linking contributions to firm size and payroll and then returning them to the industry when 
training has happened makes employers in-charge of skill development. 

                        औ                     औ                               ट    

                                               

 Today, skills programmes are supply-driven and government-financed. 

                     -       औ                      

 Employer engagement in today‘s system is inadequate. 

                                           

 We can move from an employer-engaged to an employer-owned system through the RIC 
reform. 

                औ   ग    ग                           -                    -           

                        

 It is tested world-wide and there is a small demographic window for this policy choice. 

                        औ                    ए ए    ट                           

 Finally, real time skills demand must feed into policy. 

     ,                                                        ए  

 Understanding this trajectory needs transparent rules. 

                       ए                             

 A mandate for online job boards to share data in a form that safeguards their business 
interest but also provides aggregate understanding to the government is needed. 

               ट          ए                                                             

      ए                                   

 Data mining and AI modelling can help. 

  ट          औ      म     म   म     ग                    

 Periodic/one-off skill gap studies (as has been the norm) cannot achieve this goal. 

         ए                                                 

 The data shared can be made public in the National Career Service (NCS) portal. 

                ट                 व    ट                                

 India‘s goal to construct a labour market information system has not materialised. 

         म   ज                                                  

 This may be the only workable way for skills planning. 

                ए         ए                        

 Enough strategic errors have been made. 

                 ट                

 By 2040, the demographic dividend will end. 

2040                                ए    

 It is time for a course correction — we know we can. 

                        —                                  

 We hope, we will. 

          ,           
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02Mc. Use AI like a co-pilot, not as autopilot: VIT vice-president 

 एआई        ग   -    ट           , ऑट     ट            : व आईट        

 Artificial intelligence must be used like a co-pilot and not as an autopilot, G.V. Selvam, vice-

president of the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT), said during a conversation with L.V. 
Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group, at ―Justice Unplugged: Shaping the Future of Law‖, a 
conclave organised by the VIT School of Law in association with The Hindu in Delhi on 
Saturday. 

                          -    ट                      ए,      ऑट     ट       ,        

            ट    ट        (    ट )            .  .                               ट  

                                          ―          :                    ‖          

                     ए .  .                                   

 ―AI is not a threat. It is an additional tool. It depends on the user. AI is a time-saver. It 
summarises, compares and makes statements. In one line, you should use AI like a co-
pilot and not as an autopilot,‖ Mr. Selvam said in response to Mr. Navaneeth‘s query on 

whether AI is a disruptive threat or a powerful enabling tool for a lawyer. 

 ―एआई   ई             ।    ए                 ।        ग                     । एआई 

 म        व      ।                   ,               औ                    । ए       म  

       एआई        ग   -    ट                 ए, ऑट     ट            ,‖            

            ए ए         ट                                                            

            

 The conclave, which extensively discussed the shaping of the future of law and the role of AI, 

saw the participation of legal experts and was attended by students from the VIT School of 
Law. 

                                     औ  एआई                           ,              

                     औ      ट                              

 Mr. Selvam said the VIT had an added advantage in legal education because of its deep-
rooted academic experience and learning in the fields of engineering and technology. 

                   व आईट                                             ज       ग औ  

     ग                                औ              

 ―We are not teaching only the rules and regulations. We connect with cybersecurity, AI, and 
biotechnology. We ask students to focus on conferences and paper presentations. We have 

strong global connections useful for students. We project them (students) not only as lawyers. 
We give them technology as an added advantage. For both law and engineering, we have a 
flexible system allowing students to pursue study and interact with other technologies,‖ he 
said. 

 ―             औ                                   , एआई औ  ज व      ग                   

                 औ                                                               ए              

                                                                                    

                        औ                         ए           ए                ,             

          औ                                            ,‖             

 Observing that the younger generation was fast, adaptive, and eager to ―learn more in a 

short time‖, he said that the VIT tempered the expectation for quick success and made 
students ready for the ―hard walk to success‖ through practical workshops, dialogues with 

senior lawyers and sitting judges, and visits to High Courts and trial courts as part of their 
curriculum. 

               ए      व          ,               औ  ―                    ‖      ए      

       ,                   ट                                           औ           ―      

            ‖      ए              ,                        ए ,             औ         

                      ,                                        औ                        

          

 Mr. Selvam described social media as a ―double-edged sword‖. 

                 म         ―         व  ‖                      

 ―It connects the world with you. It develops contacts. These contacts can be converted into 
clients for a lawyer,‖ he said. 
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 ―                                                                             ए           

               ,‖             

 
 
 

02Mc. Missile interceptors in U.S.-Iran war 

U.S.-Iran     म   म       ट       
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 The outbreak of fresh hostilities between the U.S.-led coalition, including Israel and the 
United Arab Emirates, and Iran seems to have triggered a newly integrated regional air 

defence network different from the one these actors deployed during their brief yet intense 
conflict in June last year. 

 म     -      व    ग     ,              औ             म             , औ  ई           

                     ए   ए ए                       ट                      ,          व   ज   

    ए                                             ट               

 The 12-day war in 2025 was until then the most significant test of the Integrated Air and 
Missile Defence, with the alliance faced with having to blunt retaliation by Iran that included 
more than 500 ballistic missiles and over twice as many ‗suicide drones‘. 

2025    12-  व                  ए      व    एव   म                               

        ,                                             ,       500                 

 म      औ                      ‗           ‘           

 This time, with the theatre of conflict including the Persian Gulf, the UAE has brought to bear 
its South Korean defence system together with the debut of U.S. systems that were only 

prototypes last year. 

      ,                                          ,   एई                    ई           

                 औ             म                                                           

  ट ट         

 While many of these systems showcase new abilities, they also highlight the U.S.’ and 
Israel’s need to ‘ration’ them to keep costs down and ensure they‘re still available should 

the conflict drag on. 

                              ए                ,     म      औ                   म      ग म  

        आव                                      औ                                     

What is missile defence? 

 म              ? 

 Missile defence refers to a military system that finds and destroys incoming missiles before 
they hit their targets. 

           ए                                                                           

            

 These systems use sensors — including satellites in earth orbit and radar stations on the 
ground — to watch the sky and, when they spot an enemy missile, track its speed and 

direction. 

                        म         औ     म                                              ,    

                        औ                                   औ                        

 Then, military command centres use powerful computers and military personnel to receive the 
data from the sensors and based on that calculate which targets the missile endangers and 
which response is most suitable. 

                                   ट  औ                                         ट     

               औ                                                                    -   

                    

 One important kind of response is the interceptor — which is a missile that flies towards the 

incoming threat with the purpose of destroying it. 

ए                    ट         —    ए                                                 

                

 In addition to saving lives and property, missile defence can discourage enemies from starting 
conflicts that could require missiles, since the interceptors could render them ineffective, as 
well as give leaders more time to deliberate. 

     औ                       ,                                                            

                                     ,         ट                             औ            

                ए                      

How an interceptor works 

  ट             म         
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 Let‘s use the example of the U.S. Patriot system, which consists of several components 

connected by cables or wireless data links. 

            ए  म         ट  ट            ,                         ट                   ट  

         

 Its radar unit remains stationary on the ground rather than spinning, like the radar you see in 
airports. 

                                  ,                                                      

 It steers thousands of radio beams across the sky to scan for objects. 

                               ए                                          

 When these beams hit an aircraft or incoming missile, they bounce back to the radar and a 
computer analyses the returning signals to estimate the object‘s speed, location, altitude, and 
direction. 

                                             ट        ,                      ट      औ      ट  

  ट   ए                                ,     ,       औ                           

 If the object is deemed to be a threat, a connected computer can concentrate the radar‘s 
energy at that point in the sky. 

                            ,    ए              ट                                         

            

 Such focused tracking is called a lock, and in this condition the radar will update the target‘s 

position continuously. 

          ट                         , औ                                                 

         

 Meanwhile, the computers at the Engagement Control Station (ECS), a mobile command 

centre operated by soldiers, calculate the trajectory of the object and determine when to fire a 
counter-measure. 

                                              ट  ए ग जम ट   ट         (ECS)        ट         

                       औ                                        ए  

 When the system commands a launch, a signal goes to a launcher truck, which ignites the 
rocket motor of an interceptor. 

                              ,          ए       ट                  ,      ट             ट 

  ट                    

 As the interceptor lifts off, the ground radar will continue to track both the target and the 
missile simultaneously. 

          ट                  ,              औ                  ए      ट                  

 The ECS will compare the positions of both objects and send commands to the interceptor to 
guide it through the air. 

ECS                                      औ    ट                                   ए            

    

 In the final seconds of flight, the interceptor will use its onboard seeker — a component that 
acts like its driver — to find the target. 

                        ,   ट                       —                             —    

                         

 Since interceptors often move at multiple times the speed of sound, seekers have to be very 
precise. 

        ट                                                   ,     ए               ट   

              

 The interception itself can happen in one of two ways. 

                                ए                 

 Older missiles use a proximity fuse that senses when the target is nearby and blows up a 
powerful warhead, destroying the object with shrapnel. 

                  ट                       ,                     ए                    

     ट             औ                               

 Newer interceptors are hit-to-kill: the missile steers itself directly into the body of the target, 

using the kinetic energy of the collision to shatter it. 
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     ट                ट-ट -                          :                           ट         

औ  ट                                           

 The radar observes the impact to confirm the target has been destroyed before resetting to 
engage the next threat. 

                                                      ,                          ट      

  ए                     

How effective are interceptors? 

  ट               व    ? 

 The efficacy of an interceptor varies depending on the target. 

  ट                                             

 The short-range rockets that Israel uses as part of its ‘Iron Dome’ system is effective against 
simple, slow-moving rockets, with the country reporting 80-97% success rates in recent 

conflicts. 

                               ‘आ      म’           औ                    ट           

        , औ                  80-97%                 ट            

 The U.S. Patriot system on the other hand deals with targets moving much faster and is less 

successful in absolute terms. 

        ,  म         ट  ट                                   ट      औ                    

         

 For example, in May 2023, about a year after Russia‘s invasion of Ukraine had begun, Patriot 
had 100% success against six Russian Kinzhal hypersonic missiles on one night over Kyiv 
and more than 60% against the Iskander-M ballistic missiles. 

            ए, मई 2023   ,                             ए         ,    ट  ट    ए         

                                     म               100%              औ  

     -एम          म               60%                         

 After that, Russia modified Iskander-M to release decoys and make sharp turns through the 
air just before it strikes. 

                    -एम                                                              

औ                          

 Russia has also been launching larger groups of missiles and drones at once. 

   ए                          औ                            

 So even if a Patriot battery has a high success rate, it only carries a limited number of 
interceptors. 

    ए           ट  ट   ट                      ,                    ट                      

 Altogether, its rate has reportedly dropped to around 10% since. 

          ,                           ट        10%           

 According to the Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation, ―The only programme 
designed to protect the entire United States homeland from a long-range missile attack is the 
GMD (Ground-based Midcourse Defence) programme. GMD has a failing test record: a 
success rate of just 55% in highly scripted tests, including three misses in the last six tries.‖ 

  ट      आ     ट    ए      -                   , ―                                           

                                  ए                 ए            GMD (     -      म      

     )     GMD                             :                               55%       

  ,                       म            ए           ‖ 

What makes Cheongung II different? 

     ग  ग II         ग         ? 

 In the ongoing conflict, the UAE has activated a missile defence involving the South Korean 
Cheongung II missiles while the alliance has been using the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defence (THAAD) and the Patriot batteries supplied by the U.S. 

                  एई               ई      ग  ग II  म                      ए                 
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     ,             ट म      ई ए      ए           (THAAD) औ   म                     

      ट  ट   ट                          

 The UAE acquired Cheongung from South Korea to intercept low-flying Iranian cruise missiles 
and tactical ballistic missiles over the Gulf. 

  ए                                                          औ                             

           ए                                 

 These missiles use a hit-to-kill technology similar to the U.S. Patriot system but are also 
optimised for threats in the Persian Gulf. 

             ट-ट -                               म         ट  ट                 ,       

                                                          

 A missile launched from coastal Iran can reach the UAE within minutes. 

 ट                                    ट        ए                   

 Older versions of Patriot used radars that scanned for objects in a 120° cone. 

   ट  ट                                              120°                              

 If a threat came from outside this cone, the battery had to physically rotate, losing precious 
seconds. 

                                 ,      ट                               ,                   

            

 Cheongung II however uses a Vertical Launch System fit with a rotating multi-function radar 
that can fire in 360° without moving the launcher. 

       ,           II व ट           म                          -                            

       ,                ए      360°                      

 Missiles called ―skimmers‖ can fly just above the surface of the Gulf‘s waters to stay under the 
radar‘s view. 

―    ‖                                              ए                                 

         

 So the Cheongung II missile is also equipped with a radar in its nose, which it turns on in the 
final seconds of flight to not have to depend on the ground radar as it approaches impact. 

    ए           II                                       ,                                       

             ट                                               

How does cost shape interceptor use? 

  ग    ट             ग             व         ? 

 While the U.S. relied heavily on its expensive Patriot defence system during the June 2025 
conflict, it has deployed its new Indirect Fire Protection Capability to protect bases in the 

UAE and Kuwait. 

     ज   2025                                            ट  ट                              ,    

       ए  औ                                 ए                         ट            ट        

       

 This system uses AIM-9X Sidewinder missiles as interceptors and helps with rationing 

Patriot. 

         AIM-9X     व       म            ट                             औ     ट  ट    

                                    

 Patriot‘s cost is relevant because Iran‘s strategy, called a saturation attack, has been to fire 

a flurry of cheap missiles to exhaust the alliance‘s interceptors. 

   ट  ट             ए                                ,                ट              ,     

                                 ट                       

 The system‘s PAC-3 Missile Segment Enhancement (MSE) interceptors however cost 
around $4 million per shot. 

         PAC-3  म       गम ट ए    म ट (MSE)   ट                             4  म     

         

 The U.S. Navy has deployed SM-6 missiles in their ‗dual‘ configuration, in which they can 

intercept ballistic missiles in their terminal phase as well as Iranian fast-attack craft. 
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                  SM-6  म      ‗    ‘                          ,          ट                     

         औ                                              

 Finally, after Israel introduced it during the 12-day war, the country‘s ‘Iron Beam’ high-
energy laser has become the primary defence against drone swarms. 

     , 12-  व                                    ए            ,        ‘आ      म’   -

 ज     ज                                          

 As with the U.S. and Patriot, Iron Beam is reportedly allowing Israel to ration its Arrow 3 and 
Stunner. 

        औ     ट  ट       ,                         ए   3 औ        ट                  

                                

What changed after the 12-day war? 

12-  व                      ? 

 During the 12-day war, the first line of defence comprised the Israeli Arrow 3 system and 
U.S. Navy destroyers with SM-3 missiles. 

12-  व                ,                          ए   3       औ  SM-3  म              

                                   

 Arrow 3 engaged medium-range ballistic missiles in space, before they reentered the 
atmosphere, although the intensity of the barrage rapidly depleted Israeli stockpiles by the 
second week of the conflict. 

ए   3                                                                                ,         

                                                                              

 Likewise U.S. destroyers in the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea recorded the heaviest 

use of the SM-3 missiles in combat until then. 

               ग  औ    म    ग                                   SM-3                  

                         

 The endo-atmospheric defence system used U.S. THAAD batteries and Israel‘s legacy 
Arrow 2 system. 

ए   -एट                             THAAD   ट      औ                   ए   2          

                

 Then came Israel‘s David Sling with its Stunner interceptors, with Patriot forming the last 

line. 

                      व     ग         ,             ट        , औ                   ट  ट 

    

 Against the ‗suicide drones‘, the alliance used the ‘Iron Dome’ and its Tamir interceptors 
and ‘Iron Beam’, with help from air to air missiles fired by the U.S. Air Force and Navy, the 
Royal Air Force, and France’s Rafales. 

‗           ‘        ,           ‘आ      म’ औ        म     ट          ‘आ      म’    

          ,        म      व         औ        ,      ए       , औ                          

                                                            

 As of January this year, an important focus area for the U.S. and its allies was to replenish 

the expended munitions. 

   व   ज व     ,  म      औ            ग       ए                                      

                  

 The U.S. Department of Defence has already quadrupled production orders for THAAD and 
PAC-3 MSE interceptors and has accelerated the deployment of directed-energy systems 

to naval vessels. 

 म           व  ग    THAAD औ  PAC-3 MSE   ट                                          

   औ                            -ए ज                                     

 ―Production of all munitions — interceptors for THAAD, Patriot, Arrow, David’s Sling, and 
Iron Dome — is far slower than current combat use or anticipated future high-intensity war 
requirements,‖ Charles Corcoran and Ari Cicurel wrote in RealClearDefence in January 
2026. 

―THAAD,    ट  ट, ए  ,    व       ग औ  आ      म      ट                               
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                                      -                                  ,‖      

        औ  ए              ज व   2026 म                         

 Maj. Gen. Corcoran is a former chief of staff of the U.S. Air Forces Central Command and 
Cicurel is the associate director of foreign policy at the Jewish Institute for National 
Security of America. 

म ज  ज             म      व                म                             औ          

 म                                                                   

 They added that ―Replenishing THAAD shortages … will take at least 1.5 years at current 

production capacity‖ and that U.S. manufacturing has ―not scaled for high-tempo operations in 
decades‖. 

                     ―THAAD                                                      1.5 व   

     ‖ औ                      ―           -                  ए                    ‖ 

How strong is Iran’s air and missile defence network? 

ई       व    औ   म           टव         मज      ? 

 Iran‘s most advanced interceptor is an upgraded version of the Bavar-373 system using the 
Sayyad-4B missile, reportedly designed to intercept targets at ranges exceeding 300 km. 

                   ट        व -373                      ,            -4B  म        

             ,                 300   म                                     ए             

        

 Iran also recently unveiled its Arman Ballistic Missile Defence system, which it has said is 
optimised to intercept short- to medium-range ballistic missiles with 360° radar coverage. 

                         म            म                             ,           360° 

      व  ज                                                         ए                    

 To counter cruise missiles as well as F-35 and F-15 fighter jets, the military is using the 
Sevom-e-Khordad missile system. 

             औ  F-35     F-15        वम                          ए        व म-ए-       

 म                               

 It‘s highly mobile, which means it can fire from one place and quickly relocate to another, 
making it harder for U.S. forces to destroy its radars. 

                  ,                    ए                                                

       ,                         ए                                       

 Iran is reportedly using Sayyad-3 missiles with this system to protect its Natanz and Isfahan 
nuclear facilities. 

                                     -3  म                           औ        

  म                         ए            

 With reports of strikes in Tehran, Iran is also using the Russia-made Tor-M1 short-range 
missiles to intercept precision-guided bombs and the Majid and Azarakhsh systems to 

counter low-flying drones and cruise missiles. 

                               ,                ट  -M1   -      म                 ट  -

                           ए     म  ज  औ                                               

     औ                                  

 This said, reports of explosions in Tehran and Isfahan indicate the U.S. and Israeli barrage 

could be overwhelming Iran‘s interceptors with sheer volume. 

      ,        औ               ट          ट                           औ                  

                            ट                            

 This is possible because once a battery fires one batch of around six missiles, it needs to 

reload, leaving the site defenceless until then. 

                 ए        ट            म          ए                 ,                      

       ,                                        



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
0 

 The Bavar-373 system’s purported ability to detect stealth aircraft has also been in question 

since the alliance has struck targets in Tehran. 

  व -373                                                                 ,                 

                                

 

 

02Mc. How do astronauts return from space and survive re-entry? 

                             ट      औ        व   (re-entry) म       ज  व         ? 

 A launch vehicle’s ascent battles gravity to gain orbital velocity, while re-entry is a 
controlled struggle against the atmosphere to systematically shed that immense kinetic 
energy through aerobraking, thermal protection and precise guidance within the re-entry 
corridor. 

ए  launch vehicle’s ascent gravity                ए orbital velocity            ,      re-

entry atmosphere         ए                  ,             kinetic energy             

   aerobraking, thermal protection, औ  re-entry corridor          ट                       

                 

 The ascent of a launch vehicle is a battle against gravity to gain the immense velocity 
required to stay in orbit — while re-entry is a struggle against the atmosphere to shed that 
same energy in a systematic way. 

                                    ए                                     ए      

                          —                                                            

            ए                      
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 Initially, aerospace scientists believed that surviving 
atmospheric re-entry would be impossible because the 
massive kinetic energy of an orbiting space capsule would be 
converted into intense heat energy upon re-entry. 

         ए                                                        

                                                           

                                                           ए    

 The resulting temperatures would be so extreme that they would melt any known structural 
material. 

                                                                            

 The breakthrough came with the blunt body theory, which proved that if the space capsule‘s 

forebody is rounded with a large radius, it c an deflect most of the re-entry heat into the 
surrounding air rather than being directed into the capsule. 

               ट                      ,                                                  

                      ,                                                                   

                

 More than 98% energy of a re-entering capsule is dissipated through the atmosphere and 

converted into heat. 

                             98%          ज                                                   

 The capsule is shielded from this intense thermal environment by its heatshield, which has a 
robust thermal protection system: it dissipates the heat through either ablation or thermal 
insulation. 

                                        ट                  ,                         

             :           ए                                             

 Ablation is where the material sacrificially chars and erodes to carry heat away. 

ए                                        औ                                 

 Thermal insulation uses low-conductivity materials to prevent the heat from reaching the 
capsule‘s primary structure. 

                                                                                    

             

What is a re-entry corridor? 

      व                ? 

 To return to earth, a space capsule must break its orbit by reducing its velocity.  

          ट        ए                                                   

 It does this by performing a deorbit burn: turning 180 degrees and firing its engines in the 

opposite direction of its travel. 

     ऑ   ट                      : 180                                                     

       

 Since forward speed is what maintains the orbit, losing that speed allows gravity to overcome 
the capsule‘s centrifugal force. 

                              ए        ,     ए      ट                                    

                        

 The capsule then drops out of its stable circular path and enters a shallow, downward 
elliptical curve, leading it into the upper atmosphere for re-entry. 

                                                  ए      ,                                 

            ,                       ए                              

 The re-entry corridor is a precise atmospheric window that a spacecraft must hit to return 
safely, balanced between two extremes. 

      व           ए   ट                                              ए                   

                       ,                                          

 If the entry angle is too shallow (overshoot boundary), the capsule will bounce off the 

atmosphere back into space. 
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                         ( व   ट   म ),                      ट                       ट 

         

 If the angle is too steep (undershoot boundary), the capsule will hit the dense air too hard, 

generating lethal deceleration forces and frictional heat. 

                        (      ट   म ),                           ट   ए  ,            

        औ                       

 These forces and heat can exceed what the crew and capsule can survive. 

      औ              औ                                        

What is a semi-ballistic body? 

   -                  ? 

 A ballistic body behaves like a falling stone: it cannot steer by itself and is slowed only by air 
resistance (drag). 

                    ए                         :                           औ            

       (   ग)                  

 In contrast, a semi-ballistic body flies at a specific angle, known as the angle of attack. 

           ,    -             ए                      ,      ए ग  ऑ   ट                

 This is achieved by intentionally offsetting its centre of gravity laterally, causing the body to fly 
at an angle relative to the oncoming air. 

                                      ट                    ,                                  

ए                  

 As the vehicle slams into the atmosphere at hypersonic speeds, this angle forces the air to 
flow asymmetrically over the body, creating an aerodynamic lift force apart from the drag 

force. 

                   ग                              ,                                      

       ,                         ए         म                      

 This lift force acts perpendicular to the direction of velocity. 

                                             

 This lift force is strategically manipulated to allow the capsule to glide and bank through the 
atmosphere. 

                                                              औ                  

               

 This provides the cross-range capability necessary to steer it precisely toward a targeted 
landing zone. 

                             ट                            ए         -              

         

What is a communication blackout? 

         आ ट      ? 

 Another issue during re-entry is the communication blackout. 

                   ए                   आ ट     

 The extreme heat generated during re-entry strips electrons from air molecules, turning it into 
a layer of ionised plasma. 

                                                                          ,          

आ          म                         

 This plasma sheath acts like a metallic bubble around the capsule that reflects and blocks 
radio waves. 

                                                                ,                              

औ                

 Because signals cannot pass through this electrified layer, it causes a communication 
blackout. 

                                              ,     ए            ट             
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 This leaves the crew and ground control unable to speak to each other until the capsule slows 
down enough for the plasma to vanish. 

             औ          ट          ए -                                                   

     ए औ                    ए  

 To manage the dreaded communication blackout during re-entry, engineers utilise a 
combination of orbital relay networks and high-frequency signal physics. 

                                       ट                 ए          ऑ   ट         टव   औ  

  -आव                                         

 By transmitting data upward to relay satellites such as NASA’s TDRSS rather than downward 

to ground stations, the signal passes through thinner regions of the plasma sheath. 

                             TDRSS                                         ट                 

                                           

 These thinner regions are in the rear of the capsule and are less dense. 

                                  औ                       

Why are parachutes deployed for landing? 

     ग      ए       ट             ए ज      ? 

 When a capsule re-enters the atmosphere, it is decelerated by aerobraking, which uses 

atmospheric drag to slow it down. 

                                          ,       ए        ग                  ,                  

                            

 As the air density increases at lower altitudes, the capsule‘s speed drops until it approaches 
its terminal velocity. 

                                                     ट               ट म    व ग       ट   

       ए  

 Terminal velocity is the point where the upward air resistance balances the downward pull of 
gravity. 

ट                                                औ                                          

    

 Any further reduction in velocity has to be achieved by deploying additional aerodynamic 
surfaces like parachutes. 

       औ           ए       ट                                                      

 For a capsule returning from space, the terminal velocity in the lower atmosphere is still 
hundreds of kilometres per hour, far too fast for a safe landing. 

            ट                   ए                   ट                            म ट        ट  

       ,                       ए              

 Practically, even before reaching terminal velocity, the parachute has to be deployed to 
reduce the velocity further. 

              , ट                                                ए       ट                     

 This ensures a soft landing in the sea. 

                                          

How will the Gaganyaan crew module re-enter? 

गग        म                व      ग ? 

 ISRO pioneered its re-entry capabilities with the 2007 Space Capsule Recovery Experiment 
(SRE). 

                                       2007                 व      ग (SRE)        

 This proved it could safely return an orbiting craft to earth. 

                                                                              

 This was further advanced by the 2014 Crew Module Atmospheric Re-entry Experiment 
(CARE). 

        2014       म     एटम         -ए ट   ए     म ट (CARE)                    

 CARE validated the full-scale thermal protection and parachute systems essential for 
surviving extreme heat of sub-orbital re-entry. 
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CARE      -    ट                                      ए          -                 

औ        ट                          

 The Gaganyaan orbital module has two parts: the crew module (CM) and the service 
module (SM). 

गग     ऑ   ट  म                 :    म     (CM) औ    व   म     (SM)  

 The orbital module will be de-orbited by thrusters in the SM. 

    ट           SM               -    ट        ए    

 After that, the SM will separate and be destroyed by intense re-entry heat. 

         SM          ए   औ                                  ए    

 Upon atmospheric re-entry, the CM maintains its trajectory within the re-entry corridor, 
avoiding undershoot and overshoot boundaries. 

                        CM                      व                      ए      , औ  

      ट      व   ट   म              

 Operating as a semi-ballistic body, the CM executes controlled manoeuvres to reach its 

targeted landing site. 

   -                                 ए CM                                              

 It modulates its lift vector through bi-propellant thruster firings. 

                      -                                         

 Once the module reaches lower altitudes, a three-stage redundant parachute system is 

deployed. 

                               -            ट       ट                  ए    

 This ensures a safe and smooth splashdown in the Bay of Bengal, the primary landing zone 

for the mission. 

                               ग                     औ                                
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02Mc. At least 18 killed, 20 injured in explosion at Nagpur munitions factory 

   ग       ग   -             म   व  ट म   म     म 18    म  , 20      

 At least 18 people were killed and over 20 injured in an explosion at an ammunition 
manufacturing company in Raulgaon village of Nagpur district in Maharashtra on Sunday. 

                                           ए      -                                ए     ट       

      18                    औ  20                      ए  

 ―Over 20 people are injured and have been shifted to nearby hospitals as well as Orange City 
Hospital. 

 ―20                     औ                                ट                          

        

 The bodies are yet to be identified. 

                                   

 So far, 18 people were killed,‖ Nagpur Rural Superintendent of Police Harssh Poddar told The 
Hindu, adding that the cause of the blast is yet to be ascertained. 

       18                        ,‖                                                       , औ  

           ट                                          

 The explosion occurred around 7.30 a.m. in the packing area of a factory owned by SBL 
Energy Limited, a mining and industrial explosives manufacturer, according to police 

officials. 

                           ,     ट           7.30         औ  औ          ट             

      ए   ए  ए ज     मट                                              

 The police have filed an accidental death report and will register an FIR after a preliminary 
probe. 

                         ट               औ                      ए               ए    

 The PMO has announced financial aid for the families of the deceased. 

                                             ए                              

 Citing Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a post on X, the PMO said: ―The explosion at a 

factory in Nagpur is deeply distressing. 

 ए                   म                  ए         , ―          ए                    ट      

         

 My condolences to the families of the deceased. 

                                                       

 I pray for the speedy recovery of the injured. 

                                             

 The local administration is assisting those affected. 

                                               

 An ex gratia of ₹2 lakh from PMNRF would be given to the next of kin of each deceased. 

                                             ट            ₹2                        ए    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
6 

 The injured would be given ₹50,000.‖ 

           ₹50,000   ए   ए    ‖ 

 The State government has also announced financial assistance of ₹5 lakh to the kin of those 
who died in the explosion. 

                     ट          ए                     ₹5                                      

    

 ―Apart from this, the concerned company will also provide financial assistance to their 
families,‖ said Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, adding that a thorough 

investigation into the incident has been ordered. 

 ―          ,                                                          ,‖ म          म  म    

  व      व         , औ            ट                         ए  ए     

 He said that teams from the National and State Disaster Response Forces (NDRF, SDRF), 
the Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO), and the Directorate of 
Industrial Safety and Health (DISH) had reached the spot. 

                      औ      आ               (ए   आ ए , ए   आ ए ),   ट     म औ  

 व  ट          ग   (    ) औ  औ   ग        एव               (   )    ट            

            

‘Safety audits needed’ 

 ‘      ऑ  ट        ’ 

 Revenue Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule also vowed that strict action would be taken 

against the culprits, terming the incident extremely heartbreaking and unfortunate. 

                     व                                                      औ   ट      

               औ                    

 ―Rescue teams of NDRF and SDRF have immediately reached the spot and relief work is 
going on a war footing. 

 ―ए     ए  औ  ए     ए          ट                             औ                      

         

 I myself am in constant touch with all the agencies and am monitoring the situation,‖ Mr. 
Bawankule posted on X. 

            ए                              औ                       ,‖                ए     

      

 SBL Energy extended its condolences while noting that the exact cause of the explosion 

remains under investigation. 

 ए   ए  ए ज                           ए            ट     ट                         

    

 ―We are deeply saddened by the tragic incident at our facility in Katol, Nagpur district, and 
extend our heartfelt condolences to the families of those who have lost their lives,‖ SBL 
Energy said in a statement. 

 ―                 ट                                  ट                      औ               

                       ,                                             ,‖ ए   ए  ए               

     

 Calling the blast ―tragic‖, Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar) leader Anil 
Deshmukh alleged that negligence in the safety audits of firms manufacturing explosives has 

resulted in the increase of such blasts. 

     ट    ―    ‖        ए     व             ट  (     व  )                 म                 

       ट                                  ट                                               

 Six months ago, Mr. Deshmukh had written to Mr. Fadnavis, Union Ministers, and PESO, 
urging them to conduct the safety audits of all such firms in Nagpur. 

              ,                       ,               औ                                     

                     ट                       
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02Mc. Fireworks unit blast exposes laxity in ensuring safety steps 

  ट       ई  व  ट                 म      ई     ज ग       

 Rules recommended by the inquiry panel in the aftermath of a deadly firecracker accident in 
A.P. last year had reportedly not been followed leading to a second tragedy in barely five 
months. 

                        ए ए        ट                                    ए  ए                

                        ,                                          

 In the wake of the accident that killed 20 people at the Sri Surya Firecrackers complex at 
Vetlapalem village in Kakinada district of Andhra Pradesh on Saturday, serious questions 
have resurfaced on the implementation of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
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recommended by a two-member Inquiry Committee constituted by the Andhra Pradesh 
government in October last year. 

           आ                            व ट      म ग  व                                 

 ए          20   ग                ,                    आ                                 

ज      म            ए  ए म                 (ए    )                                    

     ए     

 Despite comprehensive directions, accidents continue to occur, allegedly due to non-
compliance by both enforcement agencies and manufacturers. 

                       ,             व    एज       औ    म                                    

         ट  ए                  

 Most of the rules prescribed by the committee were reportedly not followed by Sri Surya Fire 
Crackers, underscoring systemic lapses. 

                                                                                            , 

        ग     म                         

 The committee was formed following a devastating explosion at Sri Ganapathi Grand 
Fireworks in Rayavaram village of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district on October 8, 
2025, which claimed 10 lives and caused extensive property damage. 

              8       2025      .   .आ .              म              व म ग  व        

ग             व       ए               ट                   ,       10   ग             औ  

                   

 The committee proposed a two-tier framework — policy reforms and operational SOPs. 

            -           —            औ            ए     —              

 It called for a unified digital portal, the Andhra Pradesh Fireworks Licensing and 
Monitoring System (APFLMS), integrating licensing, inspections and compliance 
tracking across departments. 

      ए         जट    ट  , आ            व           ग औ  म   ट   ग    म (APFLMS) 

          ,                           ग,        औ          ट     ग    ए               

 Joint inspections by Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO), Fire 
Services, Labour and District Administration were made mandatory. 

   ट     म औ   व  ट          ग   (PESO),        व   ज,  म  व  ग औ             

                            ए  ए  

 A composite Fireworks Operation Licence, risk-based categorisation and a Fireworks 
Risk Index (FRI) were recommended to prioritise high-risk units. 

    ज   म                               ए           व   ऑ            , ज   म-

आ      वग     औ      व             (FRI)                   

 The District Fireworks Safety Committee (DFSC), chaired by the Collector, is tasked with 
quarterly inspections, maintaining a district risk register, and suspending licences for 

persistent violations. 

                              व           म   (DFSC)      म           ,      

ज   म   ज      ए      औ                                                            

 The committee‘s warning was unequivocal: without strict adherence by both government 
machinery and manufacturers, regulatory provisions will remain on paper and preventable 
tragedies will continue to claim lives. 

                       :            औ    म                                 ,               

                  म        औ       ज       व                             

 Fireworks unit blast exposes laxity in ensuring safety steps 

  ट       ई  व  ट                 म      ई     ज ग       

 Twenty people died in a blast at a firecrackers unit in Kakinada district, Andhra Pradesh on 

Saturday. 

           आ                            ए   ट             ए     ट    20   ग             

    

 Rules recommended by the inquiry panel in the aftermath of a deadly firecracker accident in 
A.P. last year had reportedly not been followed leading to a second tragedy in barely five 
months. 
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           आ            ए       ट                                    ए  ए                   

                     ,                                          

M. Sambasiva Rao 

 एम.       व   व 

AMARAVATI 

  म  व   

 The multi-crore firecracker manufacturing business has come under sharp focus following 
the accident at a firecracker factory in Kakinada district on Saturday. 

                            ए   ट              ए                -              ट    

  म     व                       

 The tragedy has once again drawn attention to the rapid expansion of the sector, driven by 
soaring demand across Andhra Pradesh. 

             आ                           म  ग                     व                     

                

 As the demand steadily rises, firecracker units are spreading across the length and breadth 
of the State, transforming the sector into a quick multi-crore enterprise, generating 
revenue and employment. 

     -                          ,  ट                     म            ,                       -

          म          ,      ज  औ     ग                  

 However, with expansion comes responsibility. 

        ,                                  

 Observers stress that while the industry should be encouraged for its economic contribution 
and employment generation, the government must strictly enforce safety regulations to 
prevent recurring accidents and protect lives. 

                                     आ       ग    औ     ग     ज       ए              

         ए,                   -                  ट              औ  ज व              ए       

   म                           ए  

 It is also observed that the prices of firecrackers are often fixed at five to 10 times of their 
actual value, which provides huge margins for the sellers. 

                       ट                                                 ग               

  ,                        म                

 


